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Spring, Howard Harper 
THE HOUSES BETWEEN $3.95. 


A meandering, occasionally sprightly, more often tedious novel of Victorian 
England which will sell better than otherwise because of Book of the Month selection. 
Frankly I found it overlong, diffuse, and insufficiently decorated with period trim- 
mings to qualify as top drawer in that category. The Victorian characteristics are 
sustained, though the story spans four wars - the Crimean War, the Boer War and two 
World Wars, all viewed through the observant eyes of Sarah Undridge, nee Sarah Rain- 
borough, in a backward look over close to a hundred years. The significance of the 
title lies in the grim realities of the years following the promise of peace in the 
Crystal Palace, which small Sarah saw at three. "You could see the Crystal Palace 
if it wasn't for the houses in between". The story pictures a way of life that is 
no more. It tells - from the carriage and top hat level a story that reaches down 
to the molls and gangsters of those days, that embraces London and the country life, 
and that branches out into the family tree, legitimate and bastard. Plenty of in- 
cident, a broad sweep of canvas, a large cast of characters - but somehow for this 
reader it never quite jelled into a realistic portrait of the times. 





A Low Level for a Heavy Season 


But Lau Shaw with THE DRUM SINGERS (Harcourt, Brace) has given us his best book since 
RICKSHAW BOY; and there are two Dark Horses worth a gamble:— SIX ANGELS AT MY BACK by 
a newcomer, John Bell Clayton (Macmillan) and Ralph Ellison's INVISIBLE MAN (Random 
House)....All in all, not a hopeful outlook for late winter. Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-— Fiction 
February 20 


Morton, Frederic Harcourt, Brace 
ASPHALT AND DESIRE $3.00 


This details the events of the five days following a Bronx Jewish girl's 
graduation fran Hunter College of the City of New York, where she has been the editor 
of the college paper, a junior Phi Bete, and a “miserable virgin". Her frantic ef- 
forts to land a magazine job and to "grow up” are set against the even more frantic 

. background of her first generation family. The home scenes with her driven, driving 
mother, her crushed father, and her violently emotional and lonely brother, as they 
struggle with themselves and with each other in family love and hate, are very real 
and by far the best things in the book. In her attempts to find herself outside her 
home she becomes involved with several men, fails to get a job, takes part in the 
tragi-comic fiasco which occurs when she tries to do an expose of cheap hotels, and 

& feels pangs of thwarted ambition, etc. All of this is told in the girl's own self- 
consciously worldly, bitter, and (she thinks) biting language. She is however only 
a surface sophisticate, and much of her story does not ring true... Perhaps the 
family scenes, and the sex, and the publisher promotion will overcome the average 
reader resistance to the long Wolfe-ian passages of introspection and the rather 
hypoed plot. 
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February 21 


Mitchell, Susanna Valentine Farrar, Straus & Young 4 
IN THE BRIGHT APRIL WEATHER $3.00 - 





Flight 142 from La Guardia to Los Angeles in 1943 carries the fates of passen- 
gers and crew on an April day. Deborah is hurrying to marry David; Father Cobber, humi- 
liated and bitter, is headed overseas; Arlene, who has bought but never fully paid for 
her rise to wealth and fashion - not society - heads into her latest affair with Chilean 
Ramon, whose soiled life is excuse enough for his careeer as gigolo; and the others all 
have definite reasons for travelling on this rush, non-sleeping flight. Storms drive 
them down and delay them at Nashville and Fort Worth and it is a storm again that sends 
them to their deaths, with Frank, the thief, left to minister to them before he too dies. 
A lyric touch to a modern morality tale, this underscores the emotional tensions and 


psychological roots adeptly. 


Harcourt, Brace 


McCarthy, Mary 
THE GROVES OF ACADEME $3.50 

The scalpel style of The Company She Keeps, The Oasis, and Cast A Cold Eye 
is applied to the academic-political scene as Jocelyn College, seemingly a hybrid of 
Bennington and Sarah Lawrence, is the setting for a satiric seminar. Henry Mulcahy, the 
brilliant Joycean professor of literature, presides over his students who are to be "free, 
spontaneous, and co-educational". Mulcahy has a wife Cathy and four young children, and 
their home is so vibrantly (mal)odorous that students refuse to baby sit. When the libe- 
ral college President Maynard Hoar decides to fire Henry because of budget difficulties, 
Henry balks and falsely attributes a dangerous disease to his wife and declares himself 
a Communist. There are many tangential discussions among the faculty who air their views 
on academic freedom. prejudice, etc...An incisive, intellectual exercise, although for 
some Miss McCarthy's cataloguing of personal and ideological foibles may become aauekeneiie 
This novel had its beginnings as a short story in the Wew Yorker. 


February 22 


Putnam 


Mellinger, May 
SPLINT ROAD $3.50 / 
The swamps and mill camps of the shingle weavers in Louisiana are an often chang- 
ing background for the three generation story of Mort, his mail order wife, Stella, and 
his daughters, Alice and adopted Amy. It is Mort's inherent goodness and Stella's gen- 
tility and sweetness that make the little girls' childhood happy, even though there is 
poverty, sickness, hunger and want in the cypress cutting business and Alice is the one who 
rebels against the thin gray reality in which they live. A dominant mother crashes her 
dreams of a marriage that will take her away and she chooses sawyer Pete for the father of 
her unborn child. She then faces the same round that Stella did, but in a fierce daze of 
work she tries, against all odds, to earn the security she dreams of. A gamble wins her 
her lover's home but it does not bring the happiness for which she fought as her three 
children, in the independence of the ‘20's, go their own way. A flood however reunites the 
whole family and gives Alice two new babies to care for... A regional-vocational setting 
which is wholly realized makesan interesting setting for a woman's drive for roots and com- 


fort, and a book of unquestionable feminine appeal. 


February 25 


Simenon, Georges | Prentice-Hall - 
GIRL IN HIS PAST $3.00 


A precision-tooled psychopathic case starts with Albert Bauche's confession of 
murder, as, fleeing from Paris, he gives himself up to the local gendarmerie of the For- 
est of Orleans when his car breaks down. Maintaining his honesty, re-enacting his crime 
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of shooting, then bludgeoning to death, Russian Serge Nicholas, admitting his humili- 
ating position as front for Nicholas' disreputable moving picture company, Bauche 
feels free to talk when he is given over to psychiatric examination. There his life 
in sunshine, at home, where his resentments are taken out on spying on the local 
whore; the black life that follows when Fernande's nymphomania arouses his interest, 
understanding and perverted desire; and the neon life that Nicholas gives him, 

aware all the time that Fernande is Nicholas’ - and others' mistress - are laid bare 
so that his final commitment leaves him free to think that he is not mad. The em- 
phasis on the importance of sexual behavior and its revelations keep this out of 

the regular Simenon crime-sales, limit it library-wise and make it of interest to 
non-practicing psychologists. 


Februgry26 4/3 


Michaelson, John Nairne William Sloane 
3 MORNING, WINTER AND NIGHT $3.50 


A playback, in time, to a year in a boy's childhood which held- if but 
briefly- the innocence and illusion of a first love, to be sullied and severed by an 
experience of physical passion. This all happens in a small farming village in Ohio, 
and it is possible that the life here- and the rounds of bulling and calving- pro- 
vides an incentive for imitative experimentation which might be lacking elsewhere. 

It is less possible that you will accept the "theme almost never discussed by adults" 
(say the publishers) if only in that most adults do not think of the pre-adolescent 
in terms of mature sexuality as it is engaged in here, and discussed in explicit, 
descriptive. passages which in their realistic candor and lyricism are faintly remin- 
iscent of Lawrence. Briefly, the story revolves around a boy of twelve's first 
cognition of original sing the reverence and purity Jamie feels for Hallie is never 
recaptured again for when Jamie, after the week of afternoons spent in the woods 
with Madie, goes back to Hallie, it is with a sense of shame that estranges them, 
even though Hallie offers herself to Jamie in an attempt to reconcile both love 

and desire.... Puberty, at its most precocious, for adults at their least censor- 
ious. (For others, these are the little bare bottoms you would like to spank.) 


February 28 


Appleby, John Coward-McCann 
BARBARY HOARD $2.75 Vv 


A treasure hunt, which follows a precarious to dangerous course from England 
to Algiers as an untrusting, untrustworthy company follow the gleam of a cache of jew- 
els secured and secreted by the Barbary corsairs. Stephen Brandon, a financially un- 
steady film magnate, Sarah, his daughter, and Martin, the provincial professor who 
has fallen in love with her, attempt to reach the treasure ahead of Hunter, and his 
gang, who through the kidnapping of Sarah had obtained the clue to its whereabouts 
as a ransom. Once in Algiers, both groups are forced into an uneasy partnership; 
their search, through the mountains, ends in a cave where they find an immeasureable, 
priceless collection of jewels; their getaway provokes an Arab attack in which one of 
them is killed; and finally, when Brandon is willing to sacrifice their lives to safe- 
guard their stake, Martin jettisons the jewels but retrieves his girl.... A blithe 
blend of adventure and adversity, and undemanding entertainment. 


Montague, Kate John Day 
SEND THE WISE WIND $3.00 


A novel which deals with the Igorots of the mountain provinces of Northern 
Luzon is centered around the life and personality of Kendik, a young, intelligent 
and courageous girl of the Bontok village. She wins the love of a visitor, demands 
her village revenge him when a neighboring tribe beheads him and helps the Bontok 
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headman, Balinag, as he tries new ways to ward off famine and drought. She is persuaded 

to marry Andaguig of another village, lives through war, an eclipse, the dark sickness 

and an attack on their home and, with Andaguig's death, is able to free Balinag from 

their traditional enemy. The ceremonials, the customs, the agricultural culture and € 
the characteristics of the race are animated and detailed while the drama of daily life 

is neatly superimposed on an anthropological frame. Far, far away places in human terms. 


February 29 


Putman 


Heyer, Georgette 
THE QUIET GENTLEMAN $3.50 
There's less bounce in this newest Heyer and more of a touch of Thirkellian 
social scenes but the story of Gervase Frant, Lord St. Erth, and his assumption of his 
role of master of Stanyon, has its moments of gay character conflict. For Gervase is 
a complete hand at taking in people by his mild compliance and his step-mother, the 
Dowager, finds her powerful monologues thwarted, Martin, her indulged halfling son, is 
put in his place and the two ladies in his life, Drusilla and Marianne, cannot be sure 
of his affections. Attempts on Gervase’ life, Martin's jealousy and dislike, Drusilla's 
rational unfemininity add to the damned hum, and, no bamming, Gervase turns tables 
prettily. With his life saved and the would be murderer packed off, it is the gently 
assertive Drusilla for whom the wedding bells will ring. Genteel melodrama, completely 
in period, for those with an acquired taste. 


March 5 


Gilmore, Cecile Avalon 
WEDDING IS DESTINY $2.50 


Some moist monents for the story of Philip, once a war hero and now an in- 
structor in a dancing school, Laurette- his wife- with whom he shares little, and 
Virginia Emmett, a pupil, beautiful but blind, who wins his heart. His love for 
Virginia, limited as it is by the fact of his marriage, opens a new world- not bound 
by pity- for Virginia, and gives a new purpose to Laurette, who adopts a blind child 
to widen their home and life together.... Sticky stuff. 


Hamill, Ethel Avaion 
THE DANCING MERMATD $2.50 


Fairly energetic romancing for Jill whose engagement to Alan is about to be 
announced when her maneating cousin, Pandora, returns and beelines for Alan. Alan's 
older brother, Barry, comes to the little restored Maine seaport and Jill learns it 
is he for whom her heart sings when Alan and Pan elope. Alan wanted locally for 
robbery and by the FBI for smuggling in Communist directives, has Jill hiding Alan 
and leaning on Barry. But Barry makes for Pan - Alan is cleared by the FBI, Barry 
needles a confession from Pan - and high score for Cupid with Barry and Jill. This 
fluffs out in all directions in sudsy soap opera tradition. 


Borden, Mery Longmans, Green 
YOU, THE JURY $3.00 


Was Martin Merridew a saint or a sinner or a charlatan? Barbara Patche, whose 
weakly brother, Francis, was to dedicate himself to Martin's ideals, tells the story of 
his boyhood when he had the will, but not the power, to heal, of the cult he founded ee 
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based on poverty and love and of the love he inspired in his followers. And then the 
scandal when he befriended Teresa, the nymphomaniac guttersnipe, the wreck his austere 
demands made of the romance between Francis and Kitty Meridew, his sister, and the 
despair his disappearance caused. Barbara, now married to correctly critical Charles, 
is never able to explain to her husband Martin's tremendous appeal and when, with the 
recent war, Martin is accused of treason and it is before Charles that he is to be 
tried, she is unable to do more than sit through the case as Charles weighs the testi- 
mony for and (nostly) against Martin, for those he has led and those he has healed 
turn against him and the pitiful few, Teresa amongst them, who are loyal, count but 
little. This is, in its searching retrospect, and absorbing detailing of character 
and background, if not outstanding or compact all-encompassing in its coverage. 


March 6 


Sedges, John John Day 
BRIGHT PROCESSION $3.50 


Possibly this has a message of hope for those who want assurance that there 
is a positive pattern of good in the world to offset the evil. For such is the mess- 
age left at the story's end, and the last quarter of the book revolves around a Foun- 
dation established to prove that such a power of good can be organized and thereby 
strengthened.... To reach this culmination, the reader follows the story of Stephen, 
who thought he had grown away from his saintly father's faith and the manse in a 
small Pennsylvania town where he had been brought up. He thought, too, he had out- 
grown Mary, the girl he had once planned to marry, when he turns to sophisticated 
Jane, with her brilliance, her flash, and her depth of unhappiness below the sur- 
face. Jane's suicide- after the birth of twins- is profoundly shocking, and he goes 
to Europe for five years- and then returns, saddened by the world's tragedy, to take 
up his role of father. A difficult one, with twins so unlike:- Steve is a nunchback, 
frail, sensitive, groping towards a core of inner strength, even as a child; Jan is 
violent, aggressive, cruel- and grows up to the middle teens, feeling that he is 
facing war- so why bother. Then Stephen learns that Jane had had an illegitimate 
daughter; he and Mary seek her out- and when they find her, realize that they be- 
long together- all of them. And as his life straightens out, Stephen turns from 
the successful pursuit of money, seeks another role- and expression of the faith 
that upheld his father= and finds it in the management of the Foundation- "the 
Company of the Good". A sentimental twist, perhaps, for a story symbolic of the 
forces at odds in the world today. It doesn't cut much below the surface; the 
characters are stock figures, the situations contrived, but the whole will bring 
to some a heartening faith they need.... "John Sedges" more in the mood of The 
Long Love, perhaps, than of the memorable The Townsman 


March 7 


Yorke, Susan Harcourt, Brace 
NAKED TO MINE ENEMIES $3 .00 


Susan Yorke's second novel (he Widow- 1950) is a triptych account of a 
young man, Peter Frame, and his sphere of influence which extends from a small town 
in the U.S. to Buenos Aires. Charming, intelligent, satanic, Peter is dissected 
three times- by his sister, his mistress and his wife. His sister Elizabeth describes 
a significant psychological trauma when as an adolescent Peter is forced to sleep on 
e cot in the dining room, losing his own room to one of his mother's boarders. Soon 
after this, Peter leaves home for B.A. and after a fiery affair with Simone Carca- 
bello- whose real name is Sadie- he falls in love with Molly who is married to one 
of the wealthiest men there. Peter's debauches, and his incidental affairs with a 
native girl and with an American ice skater, still return him to Molly's total love, 
until she refuses to share him with another woman. A "for women only" job which is 
occasionally subtle and more usually slick and shiny. 
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March 14 


Hardy, W.G. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE UNFULFILLED $3.00 


In the main an effective novel of a Canadian family during and after the war- 
in which, through the conflicts within the family circle, many of the issues that we 
scarcely recognize are aired. What do Canadians think of Americans below the line? It 
is not a flattering picture, but an enlightening one. The central character, Gregory 
Rolph, writer, middle of the road liberal, jousts with windmills until his powerful 
capitalist enemy uses a petty form of blackmail to silence him. His is a personality 
in conflict. The Rolph household seems a united one - but Jane is a Puritan, and Gregory 
tries to think that his love affair in New York cannot hurt her, and finds out too late 
that it hurts them both. Peter, the oldest son, learns - in his years overseas - that the 
physical side of sex has a tremendous hold on him, in the person of Paula - and it takes 
some painful adjustment back home before he realizes that in Peg he gains something more. 
The characters of the men emerge convincingly; but the women - ah me -"when they are good 
they are very very good, and when they are bad they are horrid”. All black and white; no 
greys....A far cry from Dr. Hardy's earlier stories against an Old Testament background. 
Some conservatives will feel a monotony that is distasteful in recurrent bedroom scenes. i 


Baxter, Walter | Putnam 
LOOK DOWN IN MERCY $3.50 


A closeup of the war, and of a moral battle casualty, which although blunt - 
to brutal - in its transcript, communicates compassion in its final judgment on Tony 
Kent, officer and Company commander in the far East. From Sialpur, to Burma, to Malaya, 
this follows Tony as he acknowledges not only his cowardice in action but the fear of 
exposure in the eyes of his men which at one time prompts his rescue of a soldier he ® 
dislikes. Having quite forgotten his wife at home, Tony has a brief to meaningless 
affair with a Eurasian nurse. But at a time of particular stress, and exhaustion, he 
gives in to his latent homosexuality, and after the night spent with his batman, Anson, 
he is no longer able to meet the day with self-respect. His shame increased when after 
a Japanese attack, he amd Anson are captured, and with the threat of torture- he betrays 
his troops. It is Anson who makes their escape possible, and once back with his bat- 
tallion, the relationship with Anson re-asserted, Tony kills - in self protection, lies | 
his way clear - even to Anson. And once having reached safety in India, Tony attempts | 
to kill himself, but returns happily to life - a life with Anson....A knowing record of 
battle action, and an understanding portrayal of deviation and deterioration. 





March 17 


Mauriac, Francois Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE WEAKLING and THE ENEMY $3.00 


The by now well traversed terrain of the duality of flesh and spirit, to which 
the Catholic conscience lends a compassionate interpretation and ultimate affirmation, 
is again the substance of two short novels. The Weakling tells of Paula, who had married 
an idiot for the "golden vanity" of a title,borne a child whose retardation promises a 
further penalty for her pride. It is however, Robert Bordas, a schoolteacher, who is 
the weakling, for when he alone can give the child a certain confidence and hope - he 
rejects the child (and indirectly, his mother) and in so doing drives the boy to his 
death. The Enemy tells of Fabien Dezameries, who escapes the. strict, provincial piety 
of his mother to succumb to the attractions of her friend, a very worldly woman. But 
his desire is always tempered by disgust, and Fabien is more and more moved by the ro 
innocence of a young girl, until he leaves his mistress, and after a racking illness, 
is released....Again the close drama, impeccably phrased, of fevered SORREES and ela- 
tion, for a special audience. 
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March-19 
“ 


Wylie, Jeanne E. 
FACE TO FACE 


A novel which would seem to be torn between two major themes:- the price 
paid for supporting a liberal policy and the psychological problem of barrenness in 
a woman, as it affects both the woman and the man who loves her. The novel is weak- 
ened by the difficulty of bringing these two dissimilar factors together. Steve, 
owner with his foster brother Max, of a western university town newspaper, finds his 
whole emotional being rent asunder first, by the shock of learning that Angie whom he 
loves can never have a child, second by the seeming betrayal on the part or Max, who 
uses the newspaper to flaunt an almost inhuman attack on a Negro who might- under 
some circumstances- have spearheaded the fight for equal educational rights in the 
university. Steve's whole world falls apart, and he fails to come to grips with the 
reasons behind his own reaction to the news about Angie - and his brother's bid for 
independence of the dominance Steve has always exerted. The story ends on deepened 
understanding and first steps towards solutions. A courageous sort of book with 
much to recommend it, despite the failure to resolve the dual issues. 


March 20 


Shaw, Lau Harcourt, Brace 
THE DRUM SINGERS $3.50 


While it would seem almost. impossible for Lau Shaw to recapture the fresh-- 
ness of Rickshaw Boy, its‘ almost naive charm, this new book reinstates him as a figure 
in modern Chinese literacure to be reckoned with. The Yellow Storm seemed insubstan- 
tial, saying little. The Drum Singers, on the other hand, is more tightly plotted, 
offers more of a story, more inter-character conflict, than anything he has done. He 
tells- against the background of war-torn China, the story of a little group of dis- 
placed persons, coming for refuge to Chungking, and seeking to make a living there 
with their despised profession, a low form of entertainment. But Pao Ching was a 
substantial step above his fellows, in aspirations, in moral calibre, in the goals 
he set for his foster daughter, Lotus Charm, who worked with him. He was character- 
istic of the Old China and the New, at transition. And Lotus Charm tried desperate- 
ly to fulfill his dream, but succumbed under the ignominy others forced upon her- 
and her own over-protected ignorance and innocence. Her special quality is set in 
sharp contrast against the dull placid acceptance of her foster sister, against the 
flaunting sexuality of the other singer in the troupe. And yet she yields to 
passion when first it touches her - and later, deserted by the man whose child she 
carried, returns home in shame. There's a desperate sense of striving and failing - 
and the student playwright, the liberal who served his term in jail, acts as Greek 
chorus, expounding the conflict within. There's a kind of remoteness for the 
Occidental, but this book almost bridges it. — 


Stern, J. David Messner 
EIDOLON $3.00 


An attenuated speculation which borrows a gimmick or two from the science 
fiction medium, uses a newspaper room background, and goes off on a long toot when it 
comes to science, religion- and housing. Sam Raleigh, a newspaperman, tells the story 
of Newton Muir, his charge, when Muir's unbelievable record as a chess player and a 
track champion brings him to Sam's attention. His interest in Muir's fabulous brain 
and body takes him in turn to Muir's father, a psychiatrist, and through his father 
he learns of the birth of this biological sport of parthenogenesis. This, in case 
you've forgotten your biology, is fertilization by an unnatural means, and Martha, 
the boy's mother- and a most unusual girl - had willed the son she wanted to bear 
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without contact with the man she loved. But for all his brilliance, Newt proves a some- 
what naive and susceptible protege for Raleigh who tries to protect him from an older gg 
woman - Maritza, from the slums of Harlem, fails - and Newt is killed.....Lmponderables r \ 
and improbables, handled you might say with invention rather than distinction. 


March 24“ y 


Clark, J. Bigelow Coward-McCann | | 
THE LONG RUN $3.50. gg 


The hangover of Hemingway, for a terse, tense story of violence in which Bill 
Taggart, barred irrevocably from native soil, still longs to shake the dust of backwater 
Mexico out of his shoes. Four years after a murder charge in Georgia, when he had gone 
to the defense of an innocent Negro, Bill reaches the end of the line in the little vil- 
lage of Puerto Montanoso where a philosophic taxi-driver changes his opinion of Mexicans, 
while a happily marriei American tourist in the white hotel on the hill changes his 
bitterness through love. His love for Jane Gerard, which holds no possible return for | 
him, still gives him the chance for a second drastic gesture to ensure Jane's happiness, | 
even though it costs him his life.... A workout, physical and emotional, which trades on | 
suspense rather than character for its interest. 


Jenkins, Sara Crowell 
YEAR IN PARADISE $3.00 


A regenerative but realistic romance of Janet Brownlee, who comes to Para- 
dise (a misnomer) Florida, to teach, and whose austere attitudes and exclusive ways 
are a defense against her past - which includes Garth, charming but wayward. Humi- 
liated by her inadequacies - at the teacherage, offended by poverty of the community, Ss 
her distaste turns to pity - and her sense of obligation is heightened by the disas- 
ter she unwittingly brings to one family - and a problem pupil. And although Garth 
loves - and leaves her once again, she finds the right answer in Mark Stanley who 
shares with her the solid satisfaction of the teaching profession as a future.... A 
small sermon, pleasantly concealed for the rental clientele. 


March-25 |, 20 


Clayton, John Bell Macmillan .V 
SIX ANGELS AT MY BACK $3,020 | — 


* Starred for distinction - not for saleability, this extraordinary first novel 
marks a newcomer in the Faulkner-Hemingway tradition. In sparse, moving prose, Clayton 
tells a first person story of a poor white Florida "cracker" whose limitations kept him 
bound to a life of frustration and an inevitably*tragic end which has its own nobility. 
Ed, who tells the story, his buddy Turkey, and Mae, who chose Turkey for a mate because 
he promised her more, eke out an existence on the ragged edge of nothingness in a shack 
on the Gulf of Mexico. Just over the horizon they see visions and dream of owning a 
sleek convertible, of doing the night clubs of Miami, of living in a mansion where the 
chandeliers drip pseudo diamonds. But Turkey's violent temper - despite Ed's more mode- 
rate control - keeps them moving from one shabby job to another, with intervals of get- 
ting bare subsistence from the mud flats at low tied. Mae is a gadfly. She spurs them 
on to momentary ambition. She helps them spend occasional small windfalls. She tanta- 
lizes Ed to almost betraying Turkey. She irritates them to the point of their getting 
themselves into really serious trouble in the hopes of a quick “fortune”. And at the .) 
last, vhen Ed recognizes the hopelessness of the impasse, the inevitability of a vio- 
ient end, he chooses a way out that saves Turkey and Mae and marks finis for himself. 
Explosive material here, handled with restraint, sensitivity, and a sort of tragic 
beauty. But it needs word-of-mouth enthusiasm. 
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March 27 












Lynde, H.H. Crown 
WHICH GRAIN WILL GROW $3.50 








A quiet town in the state of Washington is the background for the loves, 
marriages and fortunes of some assorted citizens shown in their youth, early maturity 
and middle age. Interrelated plots are woven by time and chance, with an ample as- 
sist from more human factors. Unambitious Chris Barlow marries Ann Saxon, whose 
probable suicide helps make him the responsible character Ann wondered if he could 
be. Ann's best friend Philippa wrecks her life outwardly by marrying a dull histor- 
ian, but grows inwardly to a mature acceptance not unrelated to wisdom. Pete 
Malleck, likable and aggressive, loses his girl, a movie cashier, to a wealthier 
cousin, but rises slowly from hard luck to security and love. His unappealing sister 
Stella is seduced, shotgun "married" and deserted. And there are other scandals and 
surprises to complete a story which for all its drama is told quietly. Better at 
normality than at eccentricity, at niceness than at nastiness, this shows no pre- 
tensions in its middle-of-the-road view of humanity and is angled at a woman's 
audience, predominantly rental. 















Doubleday : 
AT THE DEVIL'S BOOTH $5<00 4.75 


An incredibly long (700 pages worth) winded account of a Viennese newspaper 
publisher and soldier named Rudolph Opening in 1938, after the fall of Austria, which 
traces Rudolph‘s rebellion against the Nazis in Czechoslovakia, Norway and the Russ- 
ians in Finland. Cruelty, suffering and totalitarian stupidity are the focus of his 
one-man fight in a fascistic obstacle race. Its aura of hopelessness and horror lend 
a certain comparison with Out of the Night and The Twenty-Fifth Hour, but there is a 
doubtful market for an unrelieved war novel such as this. 





Lessner, Erwin 












Slaughter, Frank G. Doubleday 


EAST SIDE GENERAL $3 .00. 























The full production of men in white, which pursues its catalytic course 
through the halls of a big city (New York) hospital, and from ambulance to amphi- 
theatre details more than one drama of the fight to live- and for these doctors, 
the right to love. In attendance are Dr. Anton Korff, a former Nazi and out for 
easy money and easy women; Andy Gray, the resident, whose marriage to medicine 
lends an inviolability to the love of Pat Read, a socialite, and Julia Talbot, his 
assisting nurse; Dr. Martin Ash, head of the hospital, in love with his very rich 
wife but trying to withstand the demands of her money; Emily Sloane, the surgical 
supervisor whom no surgery could save; etc. etc. And while two radioactive burn 
cases bring in the police and the papers, indicate the possibility of an atomic 
killer, and eventually lead to an explosion which sets fire to East Side General, 
the dramas of the O.R. carry on, stitch by stitch, from a lobectomy to an embolec- 
tomy to Gray's achievement of a difficult anastomosis... No dead tissue, and a high 
cyclopropane combustibility- for the obvious rentals and sales. 


Burress, John Vanguard 
LITTLE MULE $3.00 
The hope that this is another Little Britches dies a-borning - but those who 
like quiet, homespun novels, may find this sincere, unpretentious, pleasant reading of 
a boy and his family in rural Missouri between the two wars. The father, a Baptist 
minister, has died, and the mother is determined to hold her little brood of five to- 
@ gether without taking Charity. Little Mule, the youngest, has at four earned his nick- 
name by answering anything that displeases him with a kick. It takes two years- span. 
of the story- to turn him from a stealing, high-tempered baby into a not-quite cred- 
ible paragon ready to take on the job of cotton field plowing to help earn the fa- 
mily's way. Despite a cyclone, a tear-jerking Christmas, a serious accident to the 
eldest son, and the mother's being done out of her husband's life insurance, this 
book does not have the kick of a mule- not even a "little mule". 













February 1, 1952 


_—_ Fiction 
March 31 
Emerick, Lucille Henry Holt _ ' 
THE CITY BEYOND $3 .00 ae 


Some familiar faces - and synthetic situations - warmed over and on occasion 
ip in turn of the century story of revenge and romance. For Grant Monroe, who had made 
some big, bright money in the sugar trade, decides to use it where it will do some good- 
in cleaning up city politics in St. Louis, and where it will hurt - in ruining Harlan 
jenkins, a corrupt broker responsible for the death of Grant's father. Marrying Jenkins’ 
laughter, Theodora, because he loves her and not to spite her, Grant finds that Theo- 
lora's heart belongs to Daddy. But while she bristles imperiously during the weeks that | 
follow, she is finally forced to admit her father's venal to criminal misconduct, and it : 
is Grant who brings about his political and financial downfall...External entertainment, 


and a low rental proposition. Pa 
2X A 


Marot ? 6/ > 
y, i 
Miller, Helen Topping Appleton-Century-Crofts es 
THE PROUD YOUNG THING $3.00 


Sugar-coated historical fiction - a period on which little has been done - 
and a careful avoidance of the major sin of purple passages makes this easy for those 
who like to get our country's story painlessly. The time is the 17th century - the 
place South Carolina - and the central character, Dirk Edmonds, who has escaped from 
a pirate vessel where he was being held captive by Paul Ledou for the ransom they hoped 
his miserly elder brother would pay, back in England. Dirk planned to hide until the 
vessel left harbor; then to use money (rightfully taken from his just inheritance, he 
feels) to present himself to Charlestown society as the gentleman he is. But his first 
encounter on the new continent is with a dead Spaniard hanging from a tree; his second 
with imperious Harriott Clayton demanding assistance at the burial. Fear of the Span- 
iards makes any stranger suspect in the town, and only by the intervention of the one 
flesh and blood character in the book, Abbie Bradford, a sparrow of a woman with a 
mind of her own, is Dirk rescued from this difficulty, only to find himself in an- 
other - for Abbie has designs on him for her niece - and he has fallen in love with 
Harriott. It takes some derring do - and some shifts of suspicion - before Dirk's sin- 
cere desire to help rescue Charlestown from the enemy convinces the hesitant Harriott 
that she can transfer allegiance from the dead Spaniard to the living Dirk...Maybe it 
will all seem better in Technicolor. 





April 1 
Maddow, Ben Little, Brown 
FORTY-FOUR GRAVEL STREET $3 +06" 
= 


A soiled, and on occasion obscene, close-up of the unlovely lives at Forty- 
Four Gravel Street, as the desertion of Andersen's wife, Violet, leads him to this house. 
Among those there, under the control of their landlord - a Dr. Christy who also exerts a 
certain perverse magnetism as an evangelist,are the Sudas, Nick and Esther, and Nick is 
to be the victim of a stroke which leaves him speechless, motionless; Anna, whose child- 
like mind and uncontrolled sensuality is often focussed on the wax mannequin of a sailor 
She keeps in her room; Jamie, a youngster, whose father suicides; Virginia, an unwed 
mother- of twins no less; etc. etc. It is Andersen who takes Jamie to his friend Eliz- 
abeth Goldberg, a cripple, and in so doing forgets Violet ("grackling in the anguish 


of sex") in the warmth and freedom of Elizabeth's emotion. Violet, he is to learn, has > 
given all their money to Dr. Christy, and the anger against Christy fires them all with | 
the desire to kill - finally achieved by the witless Anna when she pushes him off a 

roof...A street scene which achieves its airless ascent from the vacuum of poverty and 

released sexuality without arousing any response - unless it might be distaste. 
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Hoetis, Themistocles Pellegrini & Cudahy 


THE MAN WHO WENT AWAY $2.75 







On the surface you have Akin Arahk (female) an oboist, who, in contemplating 
a miniature Hathor, relives her life with Alex L----- » in her Roselle, N.J., room 
where her horizons expand and all secrets are disclosed. She tells him a story, he 
tells her a dream: he does not want to marry, he sends friends, Sir David Dove and 
his sister, Dorothea (with seven black poodles which he chases with a black umbrella ) 
whom he has met in his travels to the Upper Nile and who bring a photograph of Alex 
and his cave and cane and uncut hair: Akin sees his cousin Peter, her brother Ezra, 
imaginary conversations take place: she is pregnant and resents Alex' suggestion that 
she be aborted: she visits a ‘cellist to get a job and dream-gazes him into father- 
hood; she returns - to Roselle, N.J., - after a bed-down visit with a deaf taxi 
driver - to play to oboe. There’s music, music everywhere - but only for the spheres 
and not the squares - and if this is small ego centered, it is also pretentious and 
rarefied. And where are YOU going, dream boat? 







































April 7 


= 
Denker, Henry Crowell 
SALOME, Princess of Galilee $3.00 


Once again the Gospel story is attempted, this time with Salome, step daugh- 
ter of Herod, Tetrarch of Galilee, as central figure. The traditional figure of Salome, 
as she dances before the King, seeking to win his approval, and then- when he offers 
her a choice of rewards- asks for the head of John the Baptist, has been accepted, em- 
broidered, and interpreted. But somehow no glimmer of sympathy is engendered; she 
seems to have earned the full depth of ignominy in the fate laid out for her, as her 
cupidity, her arrogant determination to chart her own course, her presumably child- 
ish desire to be conspicuous, to win the plaudits of men, her jealousy- and its bit- 
ter fruit, her fears- all combine to bring disaster on her people, herself. She 
loses the love of the Roman centurion when he deserts his post to follow the Christ. 
Even when she wins him back by sacrifice, when she tries to seek out Jesus to have 
him heal the blinded Cornelius, one is unconvinced of any change of heart. At the 
end, with the story of the crucifixion, Salome's conversion (faintly indicated in 
St. Mark's version), leaves this reader cold. It would seem almost impossible to 
reconstruct the immense emotional drama of the Gospels without emotional impact, but 
that is the end impression of this telling. The author of J'// be Right Home, Ma, - 
is out of his depth here. Only the stage set lives. 





Bates, H. E. Little, Brown -7” 
COLONEL JULIAN AND OTHER STORIES $3.00 


A collection of shorter pieces by an assured stylist which bring into play 
a precise sense of place and character, range from the hills of India to the fields 
of England, foreign pension to battle station with an easy familiarity. And here, 
through the assorted assemblage of lonely people, lost contacts, recession and dis- 
location, is a world which views time's changes with a puzzled, regretful contempla- 
tion. There's Colonel Julian, an old soldier of 83, and his perplexed disapproval 
of the young pilots of this war; Tom, a farmer, whose only experience of love- and 
trust- is sullied by a competitor; the nurse who insulates herself against the senti- 
@ ment aroused by a soldier on a stretcher; the girl named Peter- reared in a stentor- 
ian masculine world by a British colonial; the spruce, retired Cavalry officer, aged 
by a too young wife; etc. etc. The stories here, which contain considerable drama 
within a specific situation, lend a compassionate finality to lives which are lost- 
or merely off key in a world which has left them behind. 
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Ellison, Ralph Random House 
INVISIBLE MAN : $3.50 & 


| 
| 
| 


*An extremely powerful story of a young Southern Negro, from his late high 
school days through three years of college to his life in Harlem. His early training 
prepared him for a life of humility before white men, but through injustices- large and 
small, he came to realize that he was an "invisible man". People saw in him only a re- 
flection of their preconceived ideas of what he was, denied his individuality, and ul- 
timately did not see him at all. This theme, which has implications far beyond the ob- 
vious racial parallel, is skillfully handled. The incidents of the story are wholly ab- 
sorbing. The boy's dismissal from college because of an innocent mistake, his shocked 
reaction to the anonymity of the North and to Harlem, his nightmare experiences on a one- 
day job in a paint factory and in the hospital, his lightning success as the Harlem lead- 
er of a comministic organization known as the Brotherhood, his involvement in black 
versus white and black versus black clashe and his disillusion and understanding of his 
invisibility- all climax naturally in scenes of violence and riot, followed by a retreat 
which is both literal and figurative. Parts of this experience may have been told before, 
but never with such freshness, intensity and power. This is Ellison's first novel, but 
he has complete control of his story and his style. Watch it. | 


April 10 


Clewes, Howard Doubleday 
THE LONG MEMORY $2.75 


*A thriller, which extends its reach from a surface story of crime and punish- 
ment to a consideration of abstract justice, both human and legal, and which is brought eT 
to a finite conclusion through a temporizing treatment of the facts of the case. For 
Philip Davidson, who had served 17 years out of a 20 year sentence for a murder he did 
not commit, emerges from prison obsessed by a desire for revenge- against the two who 
had borne witness against him. While Lowther, a policeman, who had married one of the 
witnesses- the girl who had been Davidson's, knows only a sense of conscience to see an 
old wrong righted- even at the expense of his wife and child. In the days and nights 
of watching and waiting, for Davidson to kill- and Fay to confess, Lowther never falters 
in the principled course which may entail personal ruin, while Davidson, as he confronts 
his enemy, finds a release from the hangover of hate without violence....Gravesend, 
England, and the wasteland waterfront lends a shadowed montage to the narrative which is 
handled with a clean precision. Double market. 


Graham, Alice Walworth Doubleday 
ROMANTIC LADY $3.50 


Natchez, before and during the Civil War, and Paris, of the Exposition, the 
Empire and the Franco-Prussian War - these are the backgrounds for Anna Carew, for whom 
the South was her whole world and after that - a whole-hearted following of her romantic 
dreams. Her early intent was for her daring, darkly dashing cousin, Edward Lestrange, 
and it was her testimony which cleared him of the murder of his half-brother but when 
Ned vanished to the West, she married English Norman only to discover that behind his 
correct and beautiful exterior there was only expediency and smugness. When he would 
not fight for the Confederacy, she found Ned again, and through letters - and one dream- 
like week ~ they lived their love. But with divorce from Norman, Ned’s death,and defeat 
from the North, Anna exiled herself to Paris where she found Robert Damier, a wealthy 
English Catholic and the conflict of their affaire against his church and career was 
resolved when her daughter (by Norman) had to be considered. Robert's marriage and Anna's 
bad heart write off a dedication to lost causes and a storm of war and passion. Shall 
we waltz, or drift, in proper decor, down the turbulent stream of history? 


















@ 
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Davies, Robertson Rinehart 
TEMPEST -TOST $3.00 


eenee in a teacup is the production of a “pastoral” by the Salterton Little 
Theatre group, and all the dramatic - and romantic rivalries it provokes in a quite 
considerable cast of characters. There's wealthy Mr. Webster, who reluctantly lends 
his beautiful gardens as the site, while Tom, his gardener, is obstructive; Mrs. 
Forrester, who presides socially, Miss Rich, an importation, who directs, and Hector 
Mackilwraith, the treasurer, who blackmails his way into a small part. And there's 
Freddy Webster, an inventive and instrusive 14, who contributes a sour younger sis- 
ter's commentary on the fickle followers of Griselda, whose pretty head is not as 
empty as it seems. Through the ticklish problems of casting, to rehearsals and the 
first night, with some asides at an auction and a local ball, this gently taunts 
the petty snobberies, rivalries and vanities of a close Canadian community, manages 
some careful observation but only a mild diversion. 


April 41 
Hostovsky, Egon Viking 
MISSING $3.00 


The ingredients which compose this book would seem to combine inevitably 
into an absorbing story, but - for this reader at any rate - the end result was dis- 
appointing, a let-down from the promise of the substance. For the period which 
backgrounds the story is that transition time when Czecho-slovakia was slipping over 
the Communist line. When confused emotional values, contradictory loyalties, impos- 
sibility of staying clear of politics, and uncertainty as to the future colored the 
lives of all of Prague's citizens, and made the task of the diplomatic corps a tight 
rope walking job. The central character, Paul Kral, a journalist seeking a visa to 
go to the United States, dominates the actions of most of the people in the book, 
and yet he, himself, is almost unseen. One gets his personality through those who 
love him, those who hate him. He is of interest to the Americans because they are 
suspicious of his motives, his purpose. He is of interest to the Commnists because 
they are uncertain as to whether he can be of value to them - or a hindrance. And 
both sides are seeking information about him, playing their people against each 
other, and holding up his permit to leave the country until it is too late. Through 
the pages one gets a sense of being on the fringe of what is happening; one shares 
the sense of tension, fear, insecurity; one feels that most of the people act like 
fools or traitors; and almost without exception, one is indifferent to their fate. 
Perhaps that is why the story fails to move the reader. The stage is set; the 
plot is indicated; the characters go through the motions; but the ending is incon- 
clusive, and one feels there should be another act. 


Gordimer, Nadine Simon & Schuster 
THE SOFT VOICE OF THE SERPENT $3.50 


A collection of short stories from South Africa which forms a mosaic of in- 
cident, situation and character, as black is posed against white and cultures conflict. 
The title story identifies a cripple with an injured locust for a bitter denial of com- 
parison; there are a couple about extra-marital affairs; there's a music teacher, co- 
lored servants, the head of a reformatory, vacationists, clothes, a grim obstetric nur- 
se, some children - all caugit in microscopic precision. There are emotional climates, 
moments of deep knowledge and a penetration of the currents below the surface of action 
and words that give these a sensitivity and distinction. A first appearance to be cal- 
led to the attention of those who follow new writers and the short story. | 
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April 27 
Masters, John Viking 
THE DECEIVERS $3.00 2 


A successor to the Vightrunners of Bengal which again lends a fictional fil- 
lip to the historical fact, contrives a period novel from actual incident- this time 
that of an octopus organization known as the Deceivers (or Thugs) which pursued an 
operation of mass murder in India, in the early 19th century. William Savage, one of 
the younger and not too promising members of the East India Company, recently married 
to Mary, the daughter of his superior, intervenes - with her encouragement - to pre- 
vent the practice of suttee and save the wife of a native. His intercession leads to 
the evidence of a murder gang, and William's increasingly stubborn determination to 
put an end to it results in the loss of his post. With the help of a frightened, trea- 
sherous Indian- Hussein, William goes on alone, becomes a Deceiver, learns of the vast 
power of these worshippers of the Destroyer-Goddess Kali, jeopardizes his life as well 
as Mary's until his vigilance is supported - and rewarded..... The dark ritual and sa- 
vage superstition of an ungodly sect lends distinction here to a story which never 


frets beyond its Hollywooden frame and figureheads. 
And One Stray-Practically Published 


Slater, Henry J. Crowell 
$2.75 


SHIP OF DESTINY 


1961 and a global upheaval that engulfs all land and leaves the world an 
ocean with the York Castle, a superluxury liner apparently the sole survivor on her trip 
from South Africa to England. The terrific storm she weathered, but which gave no hint 
of its results, keep the officers busy assuring her passengers that all is well, and the Pa 
lack of visible or audible signals to mark their approach to land finally convinces the 
Captain and his staff of the enormity of the catastrophe. Sparks, the narrator, con- 
tacts another. ship; they join forces but the cargo vessel is wrecked and the York Castle 
is headed for her solitary, unknown destiny. Problems of fuel, food, mutiny, fire and 
plague are next and passengers and crew are tested again and again so that when a new 
area of land is sighted the survivors are ready for their parts in carrying on 4 new 
civilization. Science fiction derivative but not too bad a maritime adventure yarn 


besides. (2/13) 





SHERIFF BAIT AND STARDUST 


February 21 


Bleiler, Everett F. Farrar, Straus & Young 
& Dikty, T. BE. - 4s. IMAGINATION UNLIMITED $3.50 


Baker's dozen of science fiction tales which are grouped according to vari- 
ous departments of science - biology, mathematics, the social sciences, psychiatry, 
etc. - and with an introduction for each section. Among those present - Bradbury, de 
Camp, Neville, Sturgeon for the once in a while followers, and Rocklynne, Latham, Gal- 
lien, Phillips and others for the avid adherent. Dreams, society the ally of time, lin- 


guistics as a bridge, Paradise - lost and won. the uses of non-identity, Venusian sys- 
tems, the loss of light, a Mars man making the earth, the recreation of prehistoric ani- 
mals; the ingredients differ a bit here from previous collections - and add their bit 


to these strange new worlds. Able editing. ee 
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@ Conklin, Groff- 4d. — Vanguard 
| INVADERS OF EARTH $2.95 


A companion to last year's anthology, Possible Worlds of Science Fiction, 
this offers the obverse side of the picture - what and who conceivably could invade 
earth, and what would be the humans’ reception of such invaders. The attackers range 
from a six inch angel to the kobolds who man the flying saucers and on to travelers 
who tamper with the weather fronts. There is a connecting thread of the need for 
tolerance and the development of a human society that is above armed warfare, and the 
stories are authored by topflight SF names - Leinster, Wollheim, Van Vogt, Brown, etc. 


March 5 


Cody, Al Avalon 
FORBIDDEN RIVER $2.50 


1864, smoldering secessionists, smugglers, and one fine figure of a man- 
Captain Denny Rawls- who, after his betrayal by Astrid McQuestion, accepts Kathleen 
Garrison's offer to pilot her boat up the Missouri river. On their way, he dis- 
covers that the boat is carrying contraband, and it is appropriated by McQuestion- 
Astrid's father- and a scoundrel. Indians, unhealthy country, difficult waters, 
treachery and murder, and finally explosion sounds the last detonation of disaster 
to the expedition. Kathleen and Rawls make their way back to civilization- and each 
other. Stalwart. 


March 14 





Root, Pat Simon & Schuster 
EVIL BECAME THEM $2 .50 


* A malignant, sultry spellbinder of a serpent's brood, the lovely Lise and 
her two brothers, all living off of- and about to be cast off by- their stepmother. 
As her deliberate death presages doom for the two who will inherit her wealth, an 
elderly cousin and Lise's unloved child,-Kertesz, a guest, plays guardian angel, and 
while three others lose their lives, he is able to redeem himself and save the 
youngster. Ominous as anything. 


March 17 


Van Vogt, A. E. Pellegrini & Cudahy 
DESTINATION: UNIVERSE $3.00 


A beyond the beyonder collection of short stories by a top hand in the field. 
Faster methods of space travel nullify the findings of a 550 year trip to Centaurus: 
Venusian magic paint is used to test the intelligence of Earth explorers; shipwreck on 
Mars; the U.S. Navy is baffled by a prehistoric time atom bomb; etc., etc. Much 
easier on the understanding than this author's SF novels. 





March 21 


Stout, Rex Viking 
TRIPLE JEOPARDY $2.50 


Another trio of Nero Wolfe's intra-mural exploits prove his ability to assume 
on evidence given. Home To Roost takes care of Communist threats and a conniving killer; 
The Cop Killer makes certain that a DP couple, illegal entries, will not be tossed to 
the police; The Squirt And The Monkey uses Archie's gun as the murder weapon and a comic 
strip as a clue. The ponderous pundit pulling no punches exercises the brain blithely. 
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Bloomfield, Robert Doubleday 
FROM THIS DEATH FORWARD $2.50 e 


A Cinderella elopement turns into ashes when widowed Connie, to protect her 
son's future, marries wealthy, dipsomaniac Merrill - and discovers the dead body of the 
caretaker of the Malibu beach house after her lonely wedding night. Merrill is suspect, 
threatened by his brother; Connie hires a private detective to learn the truth of her 
first husband's death; the roadside diner where she had worked yields another victim 
before Merrill's death, from a heart attack, starts the puzzle unravelling. An innocent 
heroine who learns courage turns a rather distasteful story into a forceful one. Crime 


Club. 


March 31 / 


Hubler, Richard Coward-McC ann 
THE CHASE $3.00, / 


A pitch of panic for a story of violence- and unreasonable events, as a letter 
given to Jennet, a newspaper girl, makes her an unknowing target for the trouble which 
is to follow. The destruction of her car, the murder she witnesses, the seizure and 
torture she undergoes, all this does not deflect her from the dangerous game in which she 
is outplayed, until the Naval Intelligence secures the stake involved and disposes of the 


»pposition....You'll just have to let yourself go. 


April 1 


Loomis, Noel M. Macmillan * 
RIM OF THE CAPROCK $2.50 


Post Civil War in the Texas panhandle, and the Texians more than ready to 
write an end not only to the Indians but to the comancheros whose trading has perverted 
their redskin neighbors. Wanting to build up his stake for his own ranch, Walk Freeman 
keeps cutting down his life expectancy as he trades honestly, fights fairly and gets 
arrested when he is framed. Climaxed in a prairie fire, Walk proves his innocence to 
the Army - and his girl. Once under way, this snaps along right brisk-like. 


April 4 


Knight, Clifford Dutton 
DEATH AND LITTLE BROTHER $2.50 


Lake Tahoe, and the restless fringe of Reno, for the double murder of a ser- 
vant's son and a wealthy dowager which revives suspicion against her grandson, Lloyd, 
who had just beaten a first degree murder rap in New York state. Mike Riley, a news- 
paperman, in love with Charlotte- Lloyd's sister, takes Charlotte's defense of her little 
brother on faith, turns in a tight case for the mountain county sheriff. Lively, likeable. 


Lehman, Paul Evan Dutton 
THE DOVES OF WAR $2 .50 


A turnabout for Don Lester, when he is hired by a wealthy miner, Rick Benson, 
to apprehend a band of road agents- the Doves- only to find that he has been outwitted ) 
by a girl- Pat Dove- and misled by his employer, a murderer and a swindler as well. 
In his defense of Mike Dove, charged with manslaughter, Don aligns himself with the 
Doves, assists them in their justifiable reprisal, and participates in the rewards it 
brings.... Blood, but not much thunder. 
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¢€ Keller, Davia H. Pellegrini & Cudahy 
: TALES FROM UNDERWOOD $3.95 


For the audience possibly jaded by the plethora of SF,this is a collection, 
from 1927 on, of weird,terrifying and always ingenious tales. Not high in the lite- 
rary scale, but way up on the originality angle, their range is wide, from sheer horror, 
to fantasy, from psychiatric nightmares to worlds of the future. There is always intel- 
ligence and an applied logic behind them, and often a touch of the satiric. Although 
the stories are uneven,none are without interest for anyone wanting some yarns a la 
Edgar Allen Poe. 


April 10 


Edgley, Leslie Doubleday 
THE JUDAS GOAT $2.50 


California fraudulence, in which Dix Latham, the mouth for Psychonamics, Inc.- 
a packaged therapy, is also the frame in the murder of a junior Psychonamic, attends 
his own funeral and witnesses the burial of the wrong man, and investigates an inter- 


locking crime which will send another innocent to the chair. With little evidence, 
and little time, Latham is the Judas goat that provokes the wolves to slaughter, con- 
fronts and convicts two killers simultaneously...Hollywood hypo. (Crime Club) 


Hopkins, Tom J. Doubleday 
THE LONG RIDE $2.50 










A Pancho Villa insurrection traps a group of Americans in a backwater Mexi- 
can mine, far down from the border. They make their way home the long way round with 
further obstacles in the form of a train wreck, a mysterious but standardly beauti- 
ful girl and a doublecrossing half breed. A tropical flavor to this staple saddle 


saga. 













MacKinnon, Allan ; Doubleday 
MURDER, REPEAT MURDER $2.50 








A new angle on the time worn theory that a murderer returns to the scene of 
his crime. In this case of multiple murders, the central clue is concerned with a 
proposed movie based on an old, unsolved murder. A corpse left on the doorstep of the 
Scotland Yard Superintendent's home thrusts a pretty scandal into the midst of the 
Yard's activities, and it gets more involved the deeper in they get. A pretty slick 
piece of reconstruction eventually pins three murders on one too-well-alibied man - 
but he can hang for only one of them. A step up from his earlier work. 










REPRIATS For March 






BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Dawson, Peter - THE OUTLAW OF LONGBOW Mortimer, John - THE SILVER HOOD 
Ellson, Hal - TOMBOY | 7 Moyzisch, L. C. - OPERATION CICERO 
Krasner, William - THE GAMBLER Spicer, Bart - THE GOLDEN DOOR 













(Each $.35) 


” - Costain, Thomas - RIDE WITH ME Robbins, Harold - THE DREAM MERCHANTS 
| Wilder, Robert - GOD HAS A LONG FACE ~ 
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DELL PUBLISHING (Each $. 25? 


Ames, Delano - NOBODY WORE BLACK Halliday, Brett - FRAMED IN BLOOD = | 
Baldwin, Faith - FOR RICHER FOR POORER Hamilton, Donald - MURDER TWICE TOLD 
Cushman, Dan - MONTANA HERE I BE Reilly, Helen - MURDER AT ARROWAYS 


($.35) - Marshall, Edison - GYPSY SIXPENCE 
GARDEN CITY BOOKS for March 3 


Costain, Thomas B. - SON OF A HUNDRED KINGS ($1.49) 

Gordon, William H., M. D. - WHAT IS HEART DISEASE? ($1.00) 

Newman, Frank E. - NEW PRACTICAL DICTIONARY FOR CROSS WORD PUZZLES ($1.98) - Original 

Popular Science Monthly Raitors - HANDYMAN'S HOME REPAIR AND HOME WORKSHOP ENCYCLOPEDIA 
($2.98) - Original 

Sedilot, Rene - THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD IN 300 PAGES ($1.49) - Trans. Gerard Hopkins 


Smith, Alson J. - FAITH TO LIVE BY ($1.49) 7 
Varipapa, Andy- VARIPAPA'S QUICK WAY TO BETTER BOWLING ($1.00) - Original 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Greene, Josiah E. - THE MAN WITH ONE TALENT Howard, Elizabeth M.-BEFORE THE SUN GOES DOWN 
Fletcher, Inglis - ROANOKE HUNDRED Rundell, E. Ralph - THE COLOR OF BLOOD 


Phaidon Art Books for March 1 


Bell, Clive- Intro. - THE FRENCH Leslie, C.R. - MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF 
IMPRESSIONISTS ($4.95) JOHN CONSTABLE ($2.95) & 
Wellington, Hubert- ‘4d. - THE JOURNAL OF EUGENE DELACROIX ($3.75) 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Bedell & Gardner-HOUSEHOLD MECHANICS ($3.50) Groneman, C.H.-LEATHER TOOLING & CARVING($3.50) 


Blythe, LeGette - BOLD GALILEAN ($1.50) Haycox, Ernest-BUGLES IN THE AFTERNOON ($1.00) 

Dixon, G.P.- #d.-LET THE BIBLE HELP YOU($1.00) Shea & Wenger-WOODWORKING FOR EVERYBODY($3.50) 

Feller, Bob - PITCHING TO WIN ($1.25) Spence, Hartzell-ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN ($1.50) 

Gallinger, Osma C.- THE JOY OF HAND WEAVING Stratton-Porter, Jeannette - FRECKLES COMES 
($5.95) HOME $1.49) 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Mentor ($.35/- Barnett, Lincoln - THE UNIVERSE AND DR. EINSTEIN 
Signet (Each $.25) 
Lenormand, H. R. - RENEE MacDonald, William C. - THE KILLER BRAND 
Moravia, Alberto - CONJUGAL LOVE 
Signet Double Volume - ($.50) + Farrell, James T. - A WORLD I NEVER MADE 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Bonham, Frank - BOLD PASSAGE Lund, Robert - HOUR OF GLORY 

Davis, Don - DEATH ON TREASURE TRAIL Queen, Ellery - THE DUTCH SHOE MYSTERY 

Gardner, E. S.- THE CASE OF THE BORROWED Seton, Anya - FOXFIRE e 
BRUNETTE THE CONFESSIONS OF ST. AUGUSTINE 

Guthrie, A.B., Jr. - THE BIG SKY Street, James - TAP ROOTS 


Kirk, Jeremy - THE BUILD-UP BOYS 
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Vandenberg, A.H. Jr. & Morris, Joe Alex Houghton, Mifflin 

THE PRIVATE PAPERS OF SENATOR VANDENBERG $5.00 


** The isolationist who became the strongest force for internationalism in 
America is given a permanent voice at the council table through his own words in this 
superbly edited diary and papers. Not only do they reveal him as a great statesman 
but give a most interesting and revealing picture of the inside struggle for world 
peace. Pearl Harbor wrote Finis to what he preferred to call his "insulationism", 
and- patriot that he was - he turned every effort to winning the war and the peace 
to follow. The man rose above personalities and politics and kept those who could 
not do it in line, whether Democrats or Republicans- his one goal to forge policies 
for the long range good of the nation and the world. His tact, diplomacy, honesty 
and courage shine through continuously. His understanding of people and situations 
seems prophetic today. There was a Job-like quality to his patience and endurance 
under personal attack and illness. He understood the heart of isolationism and how 
to handle it. He sensed early the challenge of Communism and battled against it in- 
telligently down the line. These papers should go down with the Forrestal Diary as 
a revelation of politics and politicians throughout the war, the birth of U N and 
the post war years when he was spared too briefly. There sre inside stories of 
people, of conferences, round table discussions, battles fought on home fronts,con- 
vention issues; there are the people and the events that made modern history, not 
only at home but abroad. A great man lives again in these pages- and there is, in 
the writing, a warm humanity, a down to earth value that makes the book - for this 
reader at least- better reading than the Forrestal. Don't minimize its long range- 
as well as its immediate value. It should be read by every leader, every aspiring 
politician, every aware American citizen. 


Lots of New Books - But Few Sure Ones 


There's going to be a shock appeal in Blair Bolles' HOW TO GET RICH IN WASHINGTON 
(Norton): WHAT EISENHOWER THINKS, edited from his own spoken and written words . 
(Crowell) will have pre-convention interest anyhow; Chester Wilmot's STRUGGLE FOR 
EUROPE (Harper) should, perhaps, have more attention than it may.get. See pages 
following. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 


February 18 
Brown, Dee & Schmitt, Martin Scribner 
TRAIL DRIVING DAYS $7.50 


A nice book- a nice gift item- this is an extensively illustrated picture 
history of the old West. Cattle raising, and the beef bonanza, town growths, Indian 
wars, the colorful heroes are described in Dee Brown's text which runs nicely along 
with the pictures- many drawings,many daguerreotypes from full léngth portraits of 
men like Buffalo Bill to the old standard chuck wagon, and excellent fruit of Martin 
Schmitt's research. Not in chronological order but grouped more by activity and area, 
the material ranges from the importation of the first Andalusian heifers in 1521 to 
the beginning of the 20th century and the end of the old "Trail Driving Days." For 
the western lore enthusiast. 


February 21 


Cabell, James Farrar, Straus & Young 
QUIET, PLEASE $3.00 


The first book after his "last" one- one could almost say with a mean dig- 
to air some last minute views about life, literature and society, Virginian and other- 
wise. A portrait of Cabell by Margery Burke takes up the first part of the book. She, 
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Cabell, a certain Dr. Fulg, a sculptor and a semi-finished head of Cabell that talks are 
the conversant characters gathered in the patio of the author's St. Augustine house, the 
head being a characteristic focus for such points of discussion as convention versus free- = 
dom, why Cabell has never written a book about himself and so forth. Within the confines 
of the next part, thirty pieces divided into twelve parts each marked with a title head 
suggesting the hotel-room doorknob and "Do Not Disturb" sign, Cabell chats on about ob- 
servations and problems: the ten commandments are no longer sacrosanct today; man is an 
island no longer capable of true love because his eyes are too open to the foibles of 
society; television, the comics, movies detract from the reading of good literature; his 
own present fall from fame. His prose is ever in the convoluted but richly sonoral, 
richly descriptive vein of his other works, fun to read and puzzle over, but obscuring 


to the novice Cabell reader. 


February 25 


Taylor, Allan- fd. by Crowell 
WHAT EISENHOWER THINKS $2.75 


An excellent scissors and paste job, with competent editorial transitions, and 
brief biographical setting, this should put at ease many who wonder “what Eisenhower 
thinks..." about the fundamentals of democratic freedom, about organized labor and its 
leadership, about "statism" and government controls, about federal support in the field 
of higher education, about bureaucracy, government spending, military service, prepared- 
1ess, cooperation with the rest of the world, aid to Europe, relations with Britain, a 
United Europe, and so on. The end impression is definitely somewhat right of center, 
but with an intense concern for the underprivileged (though a firm sense of the dangers 
f being "too soft"). From a conservative background, Eisenhower has developed a broad 
vision, a far more flexible viewpoint than the accepted "military mind". And he has 
expressed himself on many more subjects than would seem at first possible in the roles ee 
he has played. Judicious selection - though generous- from his speeches and writings, 
uuts expression of what he thinks into his own words for the citizen to read and judge. 
5 A useful campaign document, this, and more obviously so intended than the more specifi- 
cally biographical approach of Gunther, or the military story of Crusade to Europe. 


The editor is a staff member of New York Times Sunday Magazine. Photographs. 
February 27 
Kirstein, Lincoln-@?- 2. Knopf 
THE CLASSIC BALLET $6.00 


An extensive book on basic technique and terminology. Following a preface by 
George Balanchine, Kirstein's essay on the historical development of ballet is a con- 
veniently nut-shelled introduction to Carlus Dyer's positional drawings, the main bulk 
of the book, for which descriptive texts have been written by Muriel Stuart. Exercises 
at the bar, exercises in the center, allegro and dance on pointes are the four parts 
under the basic technique and terminology heading and within the parts there is complete 
description of the steps, movements and sequences involved. The illustrations, ink draw- 
ings necessarily graphic to show body and muscle positions, are standard but good. The 
introduction despite its completeness is short, making this a book that will primarily 
interest the person who wants to know more about ballet technique. 


February 28 


Krutch, Joseph Wood Wm. Sloane 
THE DESERT YEAR $3.75 2 


One might define this as a companion piece to The Twelve Seasons, contempla- 
tive perhaps more than descriptive, philosophical, aware. Where the earlier book (1949) 
took the reader through the twelve months of the Connecticut year, this new book gives 
to the New Englander a sense of discovery- with the author- of "the desert year". It 
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seems a bit ironical for the author of Henry David Thoreau ang Great American Nature 
Writing to put himself in the class with beginners (such as this reader) but his 
desert year brought him full measure of the growing delights of observation as the 
lower Sonoran Desert became in all senses "home" to him. One shares the sense of 
excitement as he experiments with the tadpoles of the spadefoot toad; one shares 

the contrasts of his experience from a mountaintop; one understands at the close 

why he has found it more than aesthetically satisfying, why the spaciousness, the 
austerity, prove reassuring to those worn out with crowded centers. The umimportance 
of Things - the sense that "much can be lacking in the midst of plenty" dominates 

the experience. And in the final months, he seized the chance to stay for a time 

in Carr Canyon, learning to see birds, and finally to grasp something of the majesty 
of Cathedral Valley, that "newly discovered" region of the great sandstone "monu- 
ments". A fascinating book- for discriminating readers. 


February 29 


Warburg, James P. Beacon Press 
HOW TO CO-EXIST $3.00 


There's a lot to be said for Mr. Warburg's views on how to co-exist with 
Russia without playing the Kremlin's game, but the chief charge that will be levied 
against it is that he is overoptimistic in thinking that- granted some concessions to 
the Kremlin demands- the Kremlin can be counted on to go along with the rest of the 
peace-seeking world. He feels that certain fundamentals must be met:- we must know 
our aim; we must face the dual physical and ideological danger; we must have a posi- 
tive plan for peace; we must know our own ideological power potential; we must be 
prepared to yield some of our sovereignty. War- no matter what the outcome- means 
an ideological victory for the Kremlin, and must be avoided, even in so far as the 
appearance of preparation for war. Neither containment nor overthrow can be a pri- 
mary American aim. We must work toward a world order and outlawing war. He ex- 
amines the evil consequences of our present negative policy, among which the domin- 
ance of Fear is paramount. Some of this stems back to major miscalculations in the 
postwar period when we successively lost the peace. He then diagrams parallel re- 
quirements to co-existence, and examines them point by point:- Germany neutralized 
and united and guaranteed immnity; Korea united with a free election (even though 
it would probably not be to our liking); withdrawal from internal interference in 
China; assurance to India of support- and non-interference; and so on. In the Near 
East he feels our mistakes have gone too far to turn the clock back, but agreement 
between England and the United States would help balance the situation. He exam- 
ines the home front on the personal, the ideological front- claims we too have our 
Iron Curtain- demands a reassessment of the sacrifices we must make for the cause 


of peace. Challenging. 12 
March 2 

Putnam, Peter Harper 

"KEEP YOUR HEAD UP, MR. PUTNAM” $2.50 


After a decade of blindness, the author reviews his four weeks course at the 
Seeing Eye in Morristown, New Jersey. Blinded by a gun accident before his elst birth- 
day, the fact that he had nearly lost his life eased his adjustment back into a world 
without sight and made the future a challenge to him - first to return to Princeton 
and be graduated - which he had never felt before. This is the story of the training 
of the man, as the Seeing Eye instructors and heads blueprinted the unseen world in 
which he was to live out his days, as they introduce him to his dog, after a concen- 
trated rehearsal with a human playing the part of a dog, and as they supervise, cor- 
rect and observe all parts of the training. With a youthful, cynical sophistication, 
the author felt the Seeing Eye was going to be a prison but found, to his surprise, 
that his fellow students and instructors were quite nice, sympathetic human beings. 
He learned to correct the characteristics of the new blind and to understand that 


a 
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Minnie, his dog, was "the most important woman in his life...a beautiful blonde bitch, 
perfectly suited to a Princeton man" (she got over being a "dental whirlwind...with 

admirable occlusion") and his first solo with Minnie was utter elation. Then the let- ® 
down, as techniques had to be perfected, trust in Minnie never-failing, and rewards 

never forgotten and all the humans went through their periods of nervous and physical 
concentration. Stories of his entertaining collection of companions, of past graduates 

and their errors, of the Seeing Eye system and set-up, round this out to a happy "grad- 
uation". Neither grim nor tragic but alive and interesting, this is the success story 


of an affliction. : 


March 3 


Norton 


HOW TO GET RICH IN WASHINGTON $3.75 
Rich Man's Division of the Welfare State 


Bolles, Blair 


The former head of the Policy Association with an expose of the graft and cor- 
ruption in Washington that will be a Republican campaign document of no mean importance. 
The Roman carnival of privilege and corruption that has engulfed Washington since the 
fat years of the war is the concern of a muckraking investigation of over-all govern- F 
mental irresponsibility. Easy money from the government comes in three forms:- simple ' 
gifts to the favored (as for instance those made by the military to industrialists in 
settlement of war contracts); protection given by government to vested interests; drain- 
ing off of taxes into private pockets. Favoritism in granting of wartime contracts led 
to venal corruption in disposal of wer surplus (the charge that American Red Cross plasma 
was sold to postwar Chinese profiteers who in turn retailed it at fantastic prices as a 
"male restorative" is a shocking example - though open to further exploration). More 
recent examples are the oversubsidization of maritime interests, the scandals of the 
R.F.C. (covered in three long chapters); evasion of anti-trust laws and the squeezing oa 
out of small business, and (current news headlines) wholesale corruption of the tax col- 
lecting agencies. He names names and states cases, going far beyond the findings of the 
Kefauver and Fulbright and King committees; he tells stories that have their “under cover" 
fascination. He charts some cures:- new regulations governing the flow of tax money into- 
and out of- the Treasury; supervising the independent agencies; taking jobs in the Depart- 5 
ment of Justice and the Internal Revenue Bureau off the patronage lists; developing a new 
method of appointing U.S. district attorneys, U.S. marshals, tax collectors and their 
subordinates....A book that packs a wallop, but that may prove a boomerang. Publishers 
plan extensive backing, and the Harper (January issue) article by Bolles may start the 
ball rolling. 
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March 3 


Beattie, Carol Prentice-Hall 
FOR GOODNESS' SAKE $2.95 


A chatty, husband- home- and community-centered account of ten years of marr- 
lage to a minister- and the ministry, which reflects the contentment to be found in a 
life of participation and service. Deciding at the age of 12 that she would marry a 
preacher, she fell in love- while in college- with Bob, became his wife just after his 
acceptance of a small parish, a pretty church and rectory in Monroe, Connecticut. This 
makes the rounds of life and work together; of church suppers and auctions; of calls- 
and the constant demands on their time and the non-stop telephone and doorbell; and of 
the many satisfactions and rewards (and occasional mistakes) they found. From here- 
to Norwich during the war years, in which they had two sons, to Short Hills, New Jersey, 
and a more suburban type of life, to a year in a boy's school where Bob served as Assist- ee 
ant Headmaster and Chaplain and Carol struggled with the cold- and the mud, to Atlantic 
sity, this record is a pleasant reflection of the commonplaces, concerns and gratifica- 
tions of this calling and is femininely angled. 
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Robinson, Kenneth Macmillan 
WILKIE COLLINS $4 .50 


A competent and honest biography of a man who deserves not to be forgotten- 
but a biography that has no spark to make it demand reading. With the release of new 
material about Dickens, the facts of his long and close friendship with Collins have 
been stressed as earlier Dickens’ biographers studiously avoided doing. Possibly be- 
cause of some of thei "shady" facets of Collins bachelor life in an atmosphere of Vic- 
torianism? Even in this biography, many of those aspects are still half-veiled. There 


was Mrs. Graves, for instance, who lived in his household- with a brief interlude of 


marriage - for many years. There was his "morgantic family" of two girls and a boy 
by a Mrs. Dawson. Robinson handles these odd ends of unfinished business- and goes 

on to other phases of Collins' career as a great story teller who left- for the 
future- two masterpieces, The Woman in White and The Moonstone. It is interesting 

to trace, through the earlier years, bits here and there that later appeared in his 
writing. His father was a painter of no mean repute; he himself dabbled with art 

and chose literature, though he had a brief and checkered career in commerce and 
studied for the bar. His choice of a career through his subsequent years led to pleas- 
ant paths of social contact with the writers of his day, but it is his friendship with 
Dickens that has brought Collins, as a person, to light again. Perhaps the greatest 
service this biography can do is to turn today's readers to Collins’ two great mystery 


novels. 
March 5 


Caruso, Dorothy Hermitage House 
DOROTHY CARUSO: A PERSONAL HISTORY $3.00 


A memento, by the wife of the great tenor who shared his last three years, 
which is possibly most curious in the complete self-concern, and self-abandon, of a 
professedly sensitive spirit. Here, in a luminous return to the past, she writes of 
a convent childhood; of Brother, who died; of her marriage to Enrico "as simple and 
as natural as a dream"; of Gloria, and a second marriage- muted to a mere mention- 
which resulted in Jacqueline; of trips back and forth to Europe and the children “who 
gave her back her life again"; and finally, the magnitude of the "revelation" which 
guided her to the mystic Gurdjieff and which gave her life a certain direction, not- 
ably lacking here.... A pervasive Me- for a questionable Youe- and it is doubtful 
whether the nimbus of a great name will change matters mucn. 


March 6 


Chenery, William Harcourt, Brace 
SO IT SEEMED $4.00 


This adds quite well to the growing roster of personal histories by newsmen. 
With the truly disinterested attitude of the editor and reporter that he is, Chenery 
describes his life: boyhood in Virginia, college at Randolph Macon, days in Chicago's 
"literary renaissance" with Anderson, Sandburg, Hackett, editorship of Denver's Rocky 
Mountain News where he wrote his famous editorial "The Massacre of the Innocents" in 
objection to coal strike injustices, days in Washington and Paris as a member of 
President Wilson's Committee on Public Information, editing and publishing Collier's 
magazine. Intimate with the phases of the New Deal, with Roosevelt's advocacy of 
anti-neutrality, Chenery describes his own and surrounding views- the opinion that 
the New Deal was a socially devitalizing influence- that the U.S. was fortunate in 
Roosevelt's insistence on increased internationalism. His ending note is the descrip- 
tion of the horrors of dictatorship that he observed on a trip to German concentra- 
tion camps just before the end of the war. Pretty good stuff but it will probably 
be for the newsman's market however big it is. 
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March 7 
Angell, Norman Farrar, Straus & Young 


AFTER ALL $4.50 * ) 4 


An analytical, interpretive autobiography by one of the Western hemisphere's 
most accomplished newsmen and internationalists. Educator, political thinker, writer, 
plain hard worker, Norman Angell's stated purpose in life has long been to help the 
world to peace- to save the world from loss of freedom. His life, marked excitingly by 
such episodes as the editorship of a Geneva bi-weekly at the age of sixteen, work as a 
cowboy in the Western United States, editor-ownership of a Paris newspaper, intimacy 
with the Wilson administration, the struggle to make himself understood as an advocate 
of collective defense of the victims of the power behind the economic fallacy that is 
Russia, winning the Nobel Peace Prize,- is a window to the last fifty years of world 
history. As the author of The Great Illusion, his best known work, Angell has been 
criticized for planning cures for wars he deemed "impossible"- on the grounds that they 
were as disastrous to victor as to vanquished because of the immense complexity of 
iodern relations between nations. A true internationalist, he for example questions 
the change of British attitude of hate in 1914 towards a Germany far more civilized 
than the one England appeased up to 1939 and has in general done much to interpret 
‘ountries to each other, especially Britain and the United States. Written at times 

ith the swift face of an adventure story, at times with a scholar's studied considera- 
on, this is a valuable piece of reporting. 





Nichols, Beverley Dutton 
ALL I COULD NEVER BE $4.00 
An oddly schizophrenic book. The first Beverley Nichols might pose for a gad- 
ut town, a gossip columnist, in the best Pepys' tradition, translated to our own cen- 
uy- but to a segment of it that can never be again. For here are the twenties London = 
and county style, in beguiling and richly entertaining recall of names from the social | 
lumns, from the literary and theatrical and artistic columns. The anecdotes are amus- . 
g and revealing, not only of the people of whom they are told- but of the teller.... 
pr at least so one thinks until the last third of the book thrusts upon the reader the 
alization that there is another, and tortured Beverley Nichols. Cry Havoc told his 
bublic of one despairing side of him - and now we have his utter disillusion with the 
begativism of pacifism. The Fool Hath Said was evidence of a sincere conversion to a 
rlowing faith - but he learned that a book could not bring others to that faith.... 
lews. of England seemed in retrospect an abortive attempt- with a bad book- to wake other 
nglishmen to some crass realities... The pages are filled with his gropings to some 
measure of security and assurance. Perhaps- in final analysis- this is the true man. 


March 10 


Musselman, M. M. Crowell 
SECOND HONEYMOON $3.00 


Travelogue of a couple in their fifties who cash in a paid up insurance policy 
o finance their "second honeymoon" - to Paris, Monte Carlo, Spain e- and Mallorca, where 
hey still are at the end of the book. The old Mark Twain country bumpkin approach to 
oreign lands, the gawk who won't be taken in - this is the early attitude but as their 
tay lengthens and they become more familiar with new customs, they are quicker to appre- 
iate and sounder in their criticism. There are the mishaps of shopping in a strange 
inguage and currency, of trying to find good but not expensive restaurants - and of 
mparing them with the de luxe eating places - and discovering new wines and drinks,of * 
rying out various stopping places, and their indoctrination in Paris stands them in 
pod stead when they buy a Renault and start their tour Southwards. There's trouble 
ith a tooth and trying to find an English speaking dentist, with the author's bump of 
irection (which he trusts but which lands them up lost every time), an electric heater 
iowing fuses and other personal perplexities which soften them up for Mallorca where 
ey really relax into a contented inertia. Mr. and Mrs. America making no bones about 
ieir greenness provide some amusing, some embarrassing moments as their taste, approach 
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March 12.“ 


Thomas, Ruth Harper 
CRIP, COME HOME $2.50 


* Of definite appeal to amateur ornithologists, this account of a brown thrash- 
er whose band and broken wing kept him under the author's observation into the bird's 
llth year. It is, for the general reader, also the story of the Arkansas hills, the 
changing seasons, the great summer droughts, and of the author and her newspaper edi- 
tor husband, whose approaching death identified itself with Crip's ability to survive 
and be a constant in their lives. From diaries the record of avian life cycles ~- the 
return in the spring, courting, nest building and the raising of several broods of 
young - is backgrounded by the dogs around the place, the goats they kept and the 
gardens they grew and by Crip's own career with various mates, his rival male thrash- 
ers and with all sorts of enemies - weather, cats, dogs, snakes, Crip was never a 
pet, never caged, and the grief of her husband's death was tempered by the old bird's 
need for her care for his feeding, and, when he died, she was truly freed from her 
hillside. A book of great warmth.and of natural beauty - and of real sentiment - 
for that special customer. Illustrated. 


March 17 


Younger, Joan Westminster 
THE STORK AND YOU — $2.00 


Some cheerful counsel for the expectant mother- by an experienced one, which 
lays a physiological and psychological groundwork for your first baby. Signs and symp- 
tons of pregnancy, and the physical changes and reactions you may anticipate; problems 
you may face, and notions you may indulge; the costs entailed; diet; clothes; the 
baby's apparel and equipment; labor- and recuperation; handling your new baby, and 
your approach to motherhood in general-- all this is covered with a tempered realism 
and a practical understanding. But familiarity too can breed- and the just between 
us girls approach which lapses into a winsome phraseology ("togethery fun") directs 
this towards a simpler market. 


Stern, Edith M. with Ross, Mabel A. A. Wyn 
YOU AND YOUR AGING PARENTS $2.75 


A simple but sound guide for the younger generation who are increasingly 
called upon +o help solve the problems of elderly relatives, this takes one over the 
emotional hurdles caused by death- or financial collapse, on to the necessary long- 
range planning for the survivor. The authors stress the advisibility of continued 
activity and independence on the part of older people, the pitfalls of living to- 
gether, the alternatives, the roles of siblings and grandchildren - all are carefully 
considered with good commonsense. Primarily designed for the sons and daughters upon 
whose shoulders the burden of caring for the aged will fall, this is also a good 
guide for the old folks on how to and how not to act in situations where dependence 
is thrust upon then. 


March-25 44/22 
Irving, Laurence Macmillan 
HENRY IRVING $10.00 


Inevitably there is a certain resistance on the part of the American audience 
to biography of the English theatre. But Fanny Kemble's story overcame it- and this 
biography of the almost legendary giant of the English stage (recreated by his grand- 
son with loving and meticulous scholarship) may find its own eager lovers of historic 
theatre. England's best loved and most colorful of actors was born John Brodribb, 
stuttering son of a Somerset farmer and these early days as well as the formative 
period when he played stock in the provinces provides background for the years of 
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fame. His story is the story of the Victorian stage, and at the same time an often ex- 
citing narrative of personal events. Other famous figures cross his stage:- Ellen 

Terry, with whom his relationship is beautifully handled; Edwin Booth, Isabel Bateman, 

and of course Bernard Shaw, who crossed swords with Irving, from first acquaintance in & 
Dublin, on to the point when admiration changed to enmity. Irving's life compassed the 
building up and tearing down of stage settings at the old Lyceum. He plunged into roles 

that ranged from Lear to Mephistopheles. His life and personality emerge in full per- 
spective, shorn of the trappings of mere legend. The book is generously illustrated 

with a frontis in full color and some 48 pages of photographs and line cuts. 





March 26 


Friedrich, Carl, Joachim —/ 
THE AGE OF THE BAROQUE $5.00 


As the description of an era exciting in its ideological contrast- colorful 
in its free yet tempered flamboyancy of artistic expression- one that was the culmina- 
tion of man's discovery of his own powers and often named the beginning of modern demo- 
cratic limitations, this is well planned, thoughtfully analytical and lively- should be 
greeted with enthusiasm. In love with his period, Friedrich naturally sides with its 
admirers. For him, the Baroque is not a hodge podge of motives but a time when Europe 
was atremble with the accomplishment of great deeds and afire with the religious emotions 
concurrent with the deeds. Throughout the chapters from political and economic theory 
to art, music, religion, to the rise of constitutionalism, this feeling holds. Hobbes, 
the philosopher of power and the natural law- might equals right- precedes Baruch Spin- 
oza‘'s conclusions on the obligation of man to be naturally happy. Kepler's and Galileo's 
discoveries were beginning to make men conceive of themselves in their present universal 
situation. The strength, suppressing and supporting, of the Puritans, made for the de- 
velopment of modern constitutionalism. An admirably expressed collection of data on the 
times, this is a period lover’s gift to his followers and potential followers- a wonder- 
ful characterization that is as pleasing though not as compact as Burckhardt's study of 
the Renaissance. 


Turngren, Annette Harper 
CHOOSING THE RIGHT COLLEGE $2.20 


Although aimed at the high school and preparatory school student, it is not 
necessarily limited to this audience for the sifting of the information will no doubt 
have its usefulness for interested parents and school counselors. Conversational in 
tone, this covers the problems of why go to college, the costs and ways of financing 
a college education if family funds are scanty, practical considerations in choosing 
a college - geography, large or small school, etc. - , how to understand what a college, 
its president, faculty and curriculum stand for, how to plan for getting admitted. The 
following discussions concern the pros and cons of university or independent co-ed, men 
only and women only colleges, junior and specialized colleges and which will be the best 
foundation for a career. Helpful for clarification and human in its consideration, this 
should be useful in clearing the way for those catalogues, when the time comes. 


Evans, Mary Be Lippincott 
BETTER CLOTHES FOR YOUR MONEY ‘| 23 $2 .95 


A signposting, for the shopper, of the points which determine the good buy not 
only in terms of money, but also in terms of durability, wearability, and usefulness- for 
you and your life. With some general advice on coordinating what you have- with what you'l 
be getting, on where and when to shop, on labels- and what they'll tell you, and quality 
and its determination, this goes on to a specific consideration of all apparel; garments 
and undergarments, leather goods, furs, men's clothes and children's, down to incidentals 
and notions. Information on sizes, materials, styles, cut and care is included all along 
the line.... A steady item. 
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Weidle, Wladimir John Day 
RUSSA: ABSENT AND PRESENT $3.00 


*For all its briefness, this little book is one of the most compact as 
well as fully-rounded studies of Russian life and culture-from the dim beginnings 
of the Kiev Dynasty to the troubled present-which has appeared in recent years. 
The author takes as his point of departure an examination of the two great trends 
of Russian thought: the "westerners" who see Russia as a unit of Western culture 
closely affiliated with the rest of Europe, and the "slavophiles” who believe 
Russia's destiny is éstrangement from the West and concentration on the Asiatic 
aspects of her history and culture. Siding firmly with the "westerners", the 
author goes briefly into the Graeco-Byzantine roots of Russian culture, the de- 
velopment of a large peasantry spread over the vast Russian plain and ruled by a 
small class of imported elite, the coming of Peter and the significance of St. 
Petersburg in Russian history and in relation to the rest of the great country, 
and finally, the last: century and a half, which saw the finest flowering of Russ- 
ian arts and a gradual liberalization of laws, followed by the derailment of the 
country by men who were superb planners of revolution but no statesmen when it 
came to ruling. His conclusions about the causes and need of the revolution may 
be somewhat questioned, but the early portions of the book make it well worth 
reading by every American concerned with the floundering course of recent history. 
Translated from the French by A. Gordon Smith, this is the first book in a project- 
ed three volume &furopean Triptych. 

Landeck, Beatrice \ | u Wm. Sloane Assoc. 

eae CHILDREN AND MUSIC 4 $3.50 + 

A persuasive study of the creative enjoyment of music as a vital part of 
every child's physical, mental and emotional growth. Mrs. Landeck is a music 
teacher of many years’ experience. She is writing here for parents with no special 
musical background. She deplores the modern excess of readymade entertainment and 
makes copious suggestions for music in the home (and elsewhere). Creative spontane- 
ity is the keynote of her theory. Rhythmic games, simple songs even for babies, 
folk songs with their emotional richness, selective choice of records and instru- 
ments for children at each age level, the reading of music even for the uninitiated 
- all these are treated practically, with enthusiasm, and with careful relation 
to everyday living. There are sound ideas, too, for a real and natural musical 
life in school, in the community. After the first few over-enthusiastic, over- 
selling pages, this book should delight parents---and a goodly number of teachers-- 
who are eager for happy, productive relations between children and music. 


March 28 


Miller, Llewellyn Crowell 
REDUCING COOKBOOK AND DIET GUIDE $2.75 


*I'm sold on this one. It really is persuasive- and practical- and offers 
variety - and makes it all possible within reasonable budget limitations. And it 
does not sound as if it would be appreciably more troublesome than any other road 
to good cooking. Much of which is in sharp contrast to Bernard Koten's The Low 
Calory Cook Book (see P. 698). Introductory chapters give charts of foods that may 
be eaten, and indication of amounts; of foods that during the reducing process should 
not be eaten; basic principles of the whys and hows, something of the substitutes. 
Then come the recipes- 500 of them. Except for the "tantalizing French dressing 
(without a drop of o11)", on which I remain unconvinced, and the omission of cheese 
dishes- except for pot cheese- I finished the book (it ends with menus for a seven 
day reducing menu) with the determination to put it to use as soon as the books are 
available. I even copied out some such crutches as creamy sauce base, cooked dress- 
ing, mock Hollandaise. This should prove a long term seller on any cookbook shelf. 
Calories chart in body of text. 
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Wilmot, Chester Harper 
THE STRUGGLE FOR EUROPE $5.00 & 


* A singularly dispassionate objective one volume history of the war in Europe, 
written by an Australian BBC correspondent, who was himself participant in some of the 
phases of which he writes. But this is not a personal experience record. Based on care- 
ful winnowing of the published records, on the recently available material from the Ger- 
man files, on British material not used by American historians, this gives now one front, 
now another, sometimes British, sometimes American, sometimes German- and only indirectly 
Russian. There's much the same kind of pace and sense of drama in reconstructed remembered 
history that Rommel: Desert Fox conveyed. There's news value more in the weighing of the 
evidence, the conclusions drawn, than in actual sharing of wholly new material. For ex- 
ample, the relations between the generals at the top on the allied side, the conflicts 
between Roosevelt and Churchill and Stalin, the disunity and disillusion among the German 
top brass in relation to Hitler, all comes out vividly. The whys of many surprise moves- 
or failures to move- on Hitler's part are discussed. This is the sort of book rarely 
written until long after the event. It makes absorbing reading, particularly for arm- 
chair strategists, today. Amply illustrated with maps; Index; Bibliography. 


Weil, Simone Putnam 
THE NEED FOR ROOTS $4.00 » 


This is a philosophical work dealing with the spiritual needs of man which few 
will trouble to read, though among certain intellectuals Simone Weil is slated for saint- 
hood, and T.S. Eliot, in his preface, refers to her as a genius. She died at 33, a martyr 
to the cause of French Liberation. Her book was written during the last year of her life, 
and was commissioned by the French Headquarters in England who suggested that she formu- * 
late a policy to be pursued after the Liberation. It is a blend of prophetic intimations, 
shrewd good sense in programming for the future, and alarming spiritual excess. Her cen- 
tral premise is that man needs roots of "corporativeness" (i.e. identity in the community) 
if his personality is to burgeon... Born a Jew, but renouncing the teaching of the Old 
Testament and refusing baptism in the Christian faith, Simone Weil became an unorthodox 
supporter of Christ. This book is, in a large measure, her spiritual autobiography, a 
document as intense and personal as Pilgrim's Progress. A limited market- perhaps par- 
alleling the Rilke one. 





Pirone, P.P. Simon & Schuster 
PREMER-OF MODERN GARDENING $3 B 
5 


* The importance of defining the scope of this book cannot be overemphasized. 
It is specifically a book dealing with the application of the modern scientific discov- 
eries to the principles of gardening,- soil improvement, war on disease, on pests, on 
weeds, seed treatment, booster growth, and so on. It is not a book that tells the neo- 
phyte, or even the average amateur gardener, the ABC's of gardening. There is nothing 
about planning a garden, selecting of plants for the garden, color, seasonal bloom, an- 
nuals, perennials, etc. etc. except as incidental to their enemies, their growth, their 
handling. But in its specific field, it is a MUST for every advanced amateur, aspiring 
scientific gardener, professional. Alone in the extent to which charts name particular 
brand names, manufacturers and so on, this is virtually a handbook of constant reference. 
It approaches the subject from the scientific angle; then proceeds to application of the 
remedy to the specific. The index- we are told- will be extensive, specific, and care- 
fully cross-indexed,so that questions can be answered readily through cross reference. - 
The author is the Plant Pathologist at the New York Botanical Garden. His earlier book, 
Yaintenance of Shade and Ornamental Trees is a standard text. And up to 1947 he was a 
professor at Cornell and at Rutgers. Sell to the Cynthia Westcott "graduate". 
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Eaton, Frank Little, Brown 
& Gillhouse, Eva. PISTOL PETE: Veteran of the Old West $4.00 


Born in 1860, Eaton reminisces about the Middle Border that he knew as a 
child when Oklahoma was still Indian Territory and the marks of Quantreil's raids 
had not yet been obliterated in Kansas. He took an oath to revenge the murder of 
his father, worked for years on his shooting and riding to further this vengeance 
and served in a Border cavalry regiment. He had horseback races with Belle Starr, 
had two wives and fathered eight children and lived to see both Indians and grass-~- 
lands - all of his old West - swept away by the encroachments of urban society. 
Rambling and sentimental this nostalgic recall will have an appeal for fans of the 
true West. Illus. ?? 


April 4 


Reben, Martha Crowell 
THE HEALING WOODS $3.00 


The author, after three and a half years in bed and another threatened lung 
operation, hires Fred Rice, a guide, to take her out into the woods for a summer and 
this is the story of the year and a half that took her from invalidism to health. In 
a@ woodsman's camp on a pond in Saranac Lake, she learned to thrive on hardships, to 
live without pampering and to be self-sufficient. There's the continuous perform- 
ance of the woodland creatures, on land, in the air and in the water and the friends 
she made among the ‘coons, flying squirrels and drakes; Rice taught her how to watch- 
and eventually, hunt -~- deer, beaver, fox, partridge end eagles, how to fish and how 
to become woods-wise so that when he had to leave her alone in camp she didn't get 
lost, even if she did get frightened. A winter in a cabin near town, and then a 
return, with a fellow invalid (who wasn't as lucky as she) for another summer, wind 
up her experiences in fortitude, self reliance and tranquility. The emphasis is on 
the outdoors rather than sickness and if the telling leaves something to be desired, 
the material is well worthwhile in its picture of Adirondacks wild life. 


Finkelor, Dorothy C. Pellegrini & Cudahy 
HOW TO MAKE YOUR EMOTIONS WORK FOR YOU $2.95 


One of the better bootstraps, which will show you how to think twice- and 
count to ten- in your emotional self-control and adaptation. How to determine your 
emotional capabilities and limitations, know yourself- and accept yourself; emotional 
energy, and its expenditure in arguments, daydreams. vicarious experiences, etc.; 
reaching decisions and handling relationships not only in terms of your family but 
also in regard to your community and the society in which you live.....No depth 
charge, but everyday experience and counsel at a common level. 


April 7 


del Fiorentino, Father Dante Prentice-Hall 
IMMORTAL BOHEMIAN $3.50 


Too bad this comes within a year of the publication of George Marek's mem- 
orable (and superior) Puccini (Simon & Schuster- see report P. 21, 1951), but per- 
haps it can be sold as complementary to the earlier biography, with emphasis on a 
very personal kind of enthusiasm rather then on the music. The author, an. Italian 
priest, seems almost obsessed with devotion for the robust and spontaneous composer, 
idol of his youth. The biography is based on personal conversations, as well as on 
research and hearsay, and rolls along companionably, with many anecdotes about this 
composer who preferred hunting to fame. He was not the solid citizen of many of © 
his ancestors, some of them church musicians; he was addicted to fast automobiles, 
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motorboats- and women. But from the time of a youthful visit to Pisa to hear Aida, he 
devoted his life mainly to music for the theatre. Father Dante's association with 
Puccini in their native Tuscany makes him highlight the scenes that belong to Tuscany: - 
Puccini's early rakish boyhood, the scandal when he takes a married woman as his mistress- 
and later marries her; his summers of shooting and fishing; the conviviality of the Club 
Boheme; the jealousy of his wife over his not-so-clandestine love affairs; his composing 
in secluded spots of his own choosing. His stature as a composer is here accepted rather 
than examined. Stories relating to the composition of La Boheme, La Tosca, Madame Butterfly 
show his long and uncompromising search for the right subject, the right treatment. In 
his admiration for Puccini, the author soft-pedals the perceptible flaws of character, 
and the value of the biography therefore lies in its lively genuineness rather than 
scholarship or depth. If this is a translation, the translator has caught the flow and 
color of the original, and - though the idolatry obtrudes - the book makes very good 


reading. 
April 9 


Brownell, Baker Harper 
THE COLLEGE AND THE COMMUNITY $3.50 

Baker Brownell, a dissenting Professor of Philosophy at Northwestern Univer- 
sity, adds another title to an already distinguished list of books on the problems in- 
herent in 20th century living. For the book is not limited- as the title might imply- 
to the college affiliation, but is directed towards any inquiring mind. In it you will 
find chapters on a diversity of themes- "Will science commit suicide?"- "What is deca- 
dence?"- "The damgers of literacy", etc. etc. as well as some searching criticism of 
our institutions of higher education. His main premise seems to be that our present 
civilization is in a dangerous way because all of our community living tends to frus- 
trate and disintegrate the human being. And at the close, he makes some workable sug- 
gestions to return the individual to himself, and equip him to participate in a more ® 
purposeful form of community living.... Brownell is not only an educator, but a socially 
responsible modern philosopher who abstains gratifyingly from throwing mental mud pies 


it anyone. 


Holzman, R.S. & Livingston, A.K.- Eds. Harper 
BIG BUSINESS METHODS FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS $5.00 


Twelve chapters packed with intelligently expressed information on basic issues 
of business running. Each chapter is on a different aspect and each is written by a fairly 
well known authority in the field: Budgeting, by B. Bernard Greidinger; Banking, by Arthur 
J. Morris; Advertising, by Steuart Henderson Britt; Jaxation, py Robert S. Holzmann, and 
so forth. On the whole written in the form of question and answer panel discussions, each 
chapter goes deeply into its field, makes pertinent comparisons between large and small 
businesses to uphold the premise of the book- that small business has not the same ac- 
cess to the wealth of information and counsel, of mental know-how as have its fellow 

| larger concerns. The chapter on banking is excellent in its advice pro and con the ex- 
en of credit; the chapter on advertising, while it tends to discourage the business 
man's doing it himself, describes techniques and media at great length. While the dis- 
| cussions here hardly ever come to specific cases product-wise, small businessmen, book- 
sellers, grocers, hardware store owners, will be able to apply much of the advice offered 
in the general situations- methods of profit sharing- types of budgets according to the 
size of the business- pension plans- unions- legal angles and so forth, to their own 
concerns. Most of the book is written in pretty high level economic language but it is 
a comprehensible level where needed information is concerned. 
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Bainbridge, John Doubleday 
BIOGRAPHY OF AN IDEA $4.00 


A faithful, factual record of Mutual Fire end Casualty Insurance, here 
rather imposingly introduced as the "victory of human thought over the rude violence 
of life" and historically recorded, man by man and company by company. From its 
start-after the Great Fire of lonion, to its importation here by the practical 
Benjamin Franklin who was a great fire fighter, Mutual Fire Insurance got off to a 
start with the Philadelphia Contributionship. As the mutual idea filtered from 
community to community, and ultimately spread westward, Factory Mutuals were inaug~ 
urated, the Farm Mutuals, Mill Mutuals, Lumber Mutuals, with increasing coverage and 
increasing returns for all concerned. Cagualty Insurance, which only originated in 
the 20th century, has had a phenomenal rise and success in this fifty years, and 
Bainbridge's biography will give you all the fects ani figures of the companies 
involved, the types of policies written, etc. etc....No spontaneous combustion, but 
a background book for those concerned. 


Clark, Eleanor Doubleday 
ROME AND A VILIA . $3 .00/$3.50 Ms a 


Ecco Roma, the city of belis and hills and walls, in a portrait which applies 
a lavish descriptive sense and transmutes the gaiety and vitality, luxuriance and de- 
cay of a great city. For here, the individual historical incident or artistic land- 
mark sparks off a commentary of wider application and appreciation; the past merges 
with the present in a rich cultural continuity. There are the fountains, ani rivers 
(and even urinals) in the city's "endless revelation of immersion"; there is the 
Colosseum- and the Baths, the temples and their sculptures; the Ardeatine caves, 
and the final magnificencs of Hadrian's Village which presaged the destruction of 
Rome. The Sicilian bandit Giuliano (and the grand impossible of his life and death) 
makes a dashing appearance; the little known but highly prized poet Beili is accred- 
ited; palaces- and individual paintings- lend their resplendence to a portrait which 
is visual and vivid and which holds a sharp interest for the prospective, or retro- 
spective, visitor. 


Hallinan, Vivian Doubleday 
MY WILD IRISH ROGUES $3.00 


A chronicle of marriage and parenthood reviews the author's childhood as-~ 
surance that she would have a femily of six boys, and her courtship with their 
father-to-be, Vincent Hallinan, confirmed bachelor who, if married, wanted NO child- 
ren. His conversion after the birth of their first, Butch, and his continued ex- 
perimentation in fatherhood with the arrival of Kayo, Tuffy, Dynamite, Flash and 
Dangerous Dan, make him a runner-up for energy and determination to the Gilbreth 
pere. Mother meanwhile expands her "shoe-string empire” in apartment house owner- 
ship, the boys - and their father - learn to swim, horseback ride, fish, fight, 
discuss, argue and think straight. There are vacations on lakes, ranches and 
mountains; there's trouble in school; two of the boys get polio and Butch's supre- 
macy is threatened by its results. But the trampoline and boxing help him regain 
his prowess. Meanwhile Vin, a successful trial lawyer, through the boys, wins 
back his faith in people and ideals and takes the defense of Harry Bridges in his 
perjury indictment. A stimulating, if frequently exhausting, parents and children 
recall whose liberal and tolerant atmosphere is definitely heady. 
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Miller, Merle Doubleday _ 
THE JUDGES AND THE JUDGED $2 06 SD 


A dossier on heresy hunting in radio and T.V. (much of which formed the back- 
ground for The Troubled Air) which is an exact examination of the reactions and reper- 
cussions which resulted from Red Channels, the black (red) listing of some 150 individu- 
als. This investigation,which was sponsored by the American Civil Liberties Union, ex- 
tended to advertising executives, agents, networks, columnists, government officials, 
etc. as well as the listees- all of whose testimony is given here in a direct quote. 
And from the big name cases which involved Jean Muir, the Fredric Marches, etc. which 
hit the newspapers, to those less knowns in which names- and fames- were branded by a 
sheet published by three men with no authority (as one executive said- "three gents 
have the whole damm industry stymied") this is a terrible exposure and indictment. 

And the irresponsible zeal of the publishers of Red Channels, the cowardice of business 
which yielded to the pressure, and the tragedy of the stigma of untouchable as it 
destroyed careers and income, all this demands public interest and indignation- more 
than it will probably receive. 


Miloradovich, Milo | Doubleday 
THE HOME GARDEN BOOK OF HERBS AND SPICES ‘% >‘ $2 .95 


A wonderful compendium- for anyone who wants to cultivate them or cook with 
them and so written as to definitely stimulate the interest of the passing page flipper. 
Arranged alphabetically, the herbs from Angelica to Woodruff are described as to char- 
acteristics, uses, cultivation and harvesting. The same thing is done with the spices. 
With several introductory chapters on general growing techniques, classifications, uses, 
histories and so forth and an ample supply of glossaries, appendices and indexes at the 
back this is virtual clover for the questioning cook. Too, it is deliciously seasoned 
with pertinent bits of information from the fascinating histories, through the centuries 
that herbs and spices have had- as necessary preservatives, as utterly dispensable 
sachets for queens. Mr. Miloradovich has done it again with as true a devotion to his 
task as that betrayed in the following lines from Solomon's Song which he quotes; "A 
fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon. Awake, O north 
wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out." 


Shepard, Judy & Rosenfeld, Alvin Rinehart 
TICKET TO ISRAEL 4/24 $3.75 


Sub-titled "An Informative Guide", this is a background book which provides 
an historical perspective on the people and culture as well as a conducted tour of the 
country, places to go, see and stay. There are the specifics of seasonal changes, 
clothes, currency, transport, cafes and restaurants and theatres, the kibbutzes, 
temples and churchs, holidays, the Arabs, etc. as well as the points of interest in 
the leading cities- Tel Aviv, Jaffa, Jerusalem, Haifa. And there's an enthusiastic 
admiration for this old-new land, the hospitality of the people, the austerity of the 
lives they lead, and the assurance of a destination determined by a national idealism... 
Sold, if you're going, going or gone. 














February 1, i952 Non-fiction 





April 14 


Bate, H. Maclear Dutton 
oe REPORT FROM FORMOSA $3.50 


As a British newsman and diplomatic correspondent, with a high amount of 
personal as well as academic interest in Formosa and the east, Mr. Bate has very 
satisfyingly accomplished the job of writing a broad, analytical report about the 
island he so aptly describes as the fulcrum of that swaying edifice which is the 
combined problems of the orient. Though he will be criticized for his opinion that 
eventual solution should arrive in the form of a natural Sino-Japanese friendship 
between Chiang's government and Tokyo, his disclosures of the complex of relations- 
Britain's acknowledgement of Communist China- Australia's marked fear of strong 
communist influences in the Philippines, China and Indo-China- the vacillations 
of the United States, are sharply drawn political etchings. The body of his work 
is an exhaustive portrayal, both vivid and scholastic, of Formosa's military 
possibilities, economic potentials. An excellent, needed work, characteristic of 
the best of British journalism. 


2% 

April val 
Botein, Justice Bernard Simon & Schuster 
TRIAL JUDGE * $5.00 


A considered, conscientious presentation of the problems and procedures 
which confront the man on the bench which gives a fair estimate of the men- and the 
motives which operate within the courtroom. Botein, who had served as a trouble- 
shooter for Governor Lehman, was appointed as a Justice of the New York State Sup- 
reme Court in 1941. And here, from his judicial baptism at that time, are the 
many quandaries both legal and human which confront the Judge; the importance of 
factual evidence and the vulnerability of testimony; the governing rules of law- 
and limiting rules of evidence; the lawyers, obstructive and otherwise; the jurors- 
and the infirmities of the jury system; the judge himself; and the satisfactions, 
and frustrations, of a lifetime of difficult decision=- particularly when involved 
with the disposition of psychotics or children. The text here, which is primarily 
professional, is amplified with literary references, practising experiences, and 
while there's not the drama of Quentin Reynolds' Courtroom, there's a certain gen- 
eral interest. 


Only One Post Mortem 


Bush-Brown, Louise & James Scribner 
AMERTCA'S GARDEN BOOK $4.50 


I have used the Bush-Brown book assiduously in the twelve years and a bit 
more since it was published, and rarely have these directors of the Ambler School of 
Horticulture let me down. Within the pages of their book is virtually a concentrat- 
ed course in gardening, from soil and design, through lawn making, vines, trees, 
shrubs, annuals, biennials, perennials, to special types of gardens, greenhouses, 
tools and equipment, propagation, plant diseases am pests....This new and complete- 
ly revised edition meets some of the minor shortcomings I found in the earlier one, 
specifically, the index is fuller and easier to use; the charts are more numerous; 
the formulas more practical. There are some outstanding evidence of the changes 
necessitated by the strides taken in the intervening years. Where- for instance- 
D.D.T. does not even appear in the 1939 edition, there are 12 indexed entries in 
this new edition. There's a valuable wholly new section on control of undesirable 
plants. There's omission of the culture of plants in nutrient solutions, and I 
could find no reference to the subject whatever in the index. The sound basic 
arrangement and a large percentage of the text remains the same, but there is inter- 
text revision (for. example in spray schedules, in inclusion of new varieties, in 
new disease control techniques) which makes this a must for both amateurs and pro- 
fessionals. (Publ.) 
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673 Nevins & Thomas- “2S THE DIARY OF GEORGE TEMPLETON STRONG- from 1/29 to 4/15 *® 
(Macmillan) 

688 Tey, Josephine- A DAUGHTER OF TIME- from 2/5 to 2/19 (Macmillan) 

689 Ehrlich, Max- SPIN THE GLASS WEB- price from $2.75 to $2.50 (Harper) 

709 Sager, Gordon- THE FORMULA- from 2/20 to 3/5 (Lippincott) 


710 Tickell, Jerrard- APPOINTMENT WITH VENUS- postponed indefinitely (Doubleday) 

714 Page, Marco- RECLINING FIGURE- from 2/15 to 3/3 (Random House) | 

720 Fort, Marie J.- FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS- from 2/21 to 3/6 (Rinehart) 
721 Barnard, E.- EDWIN ARLINGTON ROBINSON- from 2/26 to 2/11 (Macmillan) 

9 Hughes, L.- LAUGHING TO KEEP FROM CRYING- from 2/25 to 3/25 (Holt) 

10 Morris, Ira- THE CHICAGO STORY- from $3.95 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 


12 Marshall, R.K.- JULIA GWYNN- from 3/10 to 3/17 (Little, Brown) 

12 Schiller, Z.L.- A CANDLE FOR A STAR- from 3/11 to 4/1 (Macmillan) 
13 Wheeler, Hugh- THE CRIPPLED MUSE- from 3/13 to 3/6 (Rinehart) 

14 Bonner, P.H.- S.P.Q.R.- definite date 3/24 (Scribner) 

15 Bacon, Peggy- THE INWARD EYE- from 2/15 to 2/18 (Scribner) 

17 Ard, William- THE DIARY- from 3/13 to 3/6 (Rinehart) 

21 Sutton, H.- FOOTLOOSE IN SWITZERLAND- from 2/21 to 3/6 (Rinehart) 


22 Truax, Rhoda- THE DOCTORS JACOBI- from 2/28 to 3/3 (Little, Brown) 
oh Day, Donald- 4¢. HOW WE ELECT OUR PRESIDENTS- from 3/6 to 3/17. Price is $2.75. 
: : (Little, Brown) 
ah Frank, John P.- MY SON'S STORY- from 3/10 to 3/7 (Knopf) 
26 Baker, Nina Brown- CYCLONE IN CALICO- from 3/13 to 3/17. Price is $3.50. 
(Little, Brown) 

26 Swiggett, H.- THE EXTRAORDINARY MR. MORRIS- from 3/13 to 3/27 (Doubleday) 
27 Hughes, H.S.- OSWALD SPENGLER- definite date 3/10 (Scribner) 
27 Pennant, E.- I, TOO, JEHOVAH- definite date 3/10 (Scribner) @ 
27 Walter, G.- CAESAR- definite date 3/24 (Scribner) 
30 (J) Jones, R.F.- BOY OF THE PYRAMIDS- from 3/10 to 3/15 (Random House) 
37 (R) Dunnington, L.C.- KEYS TO RICHER LIVING- from 3/4 to 3/11 (Macmillan) 
39 (R) Short, J.- TRIUMPHANT BELIEVING- definite date 3/24 (Scribner) 
39 (R) Wilder, A.N.- MODERN POETRY AND THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION- definite date 3/24. 

Price from $2.75 to $3.00 (Scribner) 
4s Home, M.- THE BRACKENFORD STORY- from 3/25 to 4/15 (Macmillan) 
46 Cleary, J.- THE SUNDOWNERS- definite date 3/10 (Scribner) 
46 Friedrich, 0.- THE POOR IN SPIRIT- from 3/31 to 3/20 (Little, Brown) 
47 Wagner, Geoffrey- Title from THE SON to VENABLES- definite date 3/21 (Simon 

& Schuster) 
Ke) Athanas, Verne- THE PROUD ONES~ definite date 3/4 (Simon & Schuster) 
ho Campbell, John W.- THE ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION ANTHOLOGY- definite date 
3/20. Price from $3.95 to $3.00 (Simon & Schuster) 

ho Ford, Leslie- THE BAHAMAS MURDER CASE- definite date 3/10 (Scribner) 
Salvadori, M.- THE RISE OF MODERN COMMUNISM- from 2/28 to 3/13 (Holt) 
56 Whyte, William H., Jr.- IS ANYBODY LISTENING- from 2/7? to 3/28 (Simon & Schuster) 
57 Hoover, H.- THE MEMOIRS OF HERBERT HOOVER- from 3/11 to 4/28 (Macmillan) 
60 Moss, W.S.- A WAR OF SHADOWS- from 3/18 to 3/25 (Macmillan) 
61 de Langle, P.F.-£d. NAPOLEON AT ST, HELENA- from 3/27 to 4/2h (Doubleday) 
64 Moore, Alma C.- HOW TO CLEAN EVERYTHING- definite date 3/28 (Simon & Schuster) 


PLEASE NOTE 





On the basis of the rather slim return of answers to the questionnaire in the last 
issue (P. 66), there is no decisive reaction in favor of changing the author index ee 
so that the Adult books and Juvenile books are listed separately. If you have failed 

to send in your choice, won't you do so before February 15th? 
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A CALENDAR OF wEwW BOOKS FOR ‘MARCH 
Pd a A eae 
CONTEMPORARY 


Wolff, Maritta 
Frank, Pat 


Sedges, John 
Cameron, Owen 
Turnbull, Agnes S. 
Conrad, Barnaby 
Clayton, John Bell 


Neill, Robert 
Shaw, Lau 
Forester, C. S. 


Walsh, Thomas 
Ambler, Eric 
Tyre, Nedra 
Athanas, Verne 
Root, Pat 


Meredith, Scott- Fd. 


Allan & Gordon 
Frank, John r. 
Putnam, Feter 
Behrman, S.N. 


Irving, Laurence 
Moss, W. Stanley 
Swiggett, Howard 


Thomas, Ruth 
Streeter, Edward 
Heinold, George 
Mowat, Farley 


Bolles, Blair 
Hawkes, Jacquetta 
Hartley, Frank & 
Goldenson 

Childs, Marquis 


BACK OF TOWN (Random House) 

HOLD BACK THE NIGHT (Lippincott) April 
Literary Guild selection. 

BRIGHT PROCESSION (John Day) 

THE MOUNTAINS HAVE NO SHADOW (Harper) 

GOWN OF GLORY (Houghton, Mifflin) 

MATADOR (Houghton,Mifflin) 

SIX ANGELS AT MY BACK (Macmillan) 


OTHER TIMES, OTHER PLACES 


THE ELEGANT WITCH (Doubleday) 
THE DRUM SINGERS (Harcourt, Brace) 


LIEUTENANT HORNBLOWER (Little, Brown) April 


Dual Book of the Month Club selection. 


THRILLERS 


THE NIGHT WATCH (Little, Brown) 

EPITAPH FOR A SPY (Knopf) 

MOUSE IN ETEKNITY (Knopf) 

THE PROUD ONES (Simon & Schuster) 

EVIL BECAME THEM (Simon & Schuster). 

BAR I ROUNDUP OF BEST WESTERN STORIES 
(Dutton) 


ON = F CA Oe 


BIOGRAPHY 


THE SCALPEL, THE SWORD (Little, Brown) 
MY SON'S STORY (Knopf) 

"KEEP YOUR HEAD UP, MR. PUTNAM" (Harper) 
JOSEPH DUVEEN (Random House) Book of the 
Month Club Dual selection. 

HENRY IRVING (Macmillan) 
A WAR OF SHADOWS (Macmillan) 
EXTRAORDINARY MR.MORRIS (Doubleday) 


HERE AND THERE 


CRIP, COME HOME (Harper) 

SKOAL SCANDINAVIA (Harper) 

BURGLAR IN THE TREETOPS (Holt) 

THE PEOPLE OF THE DEER (Little, Brown) 


MISCELLANEOUS 
HOW TO GET RICH IN WASHINGTON (Norton) 
A LAND (Random House) 


UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN'S PLAY 
THE FARMER TAKES A HAND (Doubleday 


Whyte, William H.,Jr.IS ANYBODY LISTENING? (Simon & Schuster) 
Wilmot, Chester 


THE STRUGGLE FOR EUROPE (Harper) 


$3.50 683 
8.00 27 
3.50 OT 
3.00 13 
3-75 708 
2.75 i 
3700 90 
1156 
3.50 13 
3.50 89 
3.50 ‘707 
2.50. 16 
3.00 27 
2.50 17 
2.50 49 
2.50 97 
2.75 48 
5.00 22 
3.00 2h 
2.50 103 
3.50 50 

10.00 107 
3.95 60 
3.50 26 
2.50 107 
3.50 lhe 
3.00 62 
4.00 62 
3.75 104 
3.75 698 
3.50 58 
3.50 6) 
3.00 56 
5.00 110 


